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TRE attention of all Europe is occupied 
about Dumourier. Every body enquires 
the place of his nativity, the means by 
which he obtained ſucceſs, and the cauſe 
of his diſgrace? 


His Partifans call him an unfortunate and 
mncorruptible hero. Thoſe who have known 
him intimately, will appreciate him accord- 


ing to his juſt value: I myſelf am among 
the number of the latter. | 


I do not, however, pretend to fit in judg- 
ment upon this man; I leave that to the 
Courts of Juſtice, which will ſome day take 
cognizance of his tranſactions; but I am 
ambitious, in the mean time, to fix the 
opinion of the public, relative to the Hero 
of Jemappe. | f 
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ä PREFACE. 


* nad it as a Pein dis no one whe 


NN eee another ought to conceal his own 
name. | Ationymous produtions,* in fuch 


caſes, are criminal; and every thing that 
weafs the air of myſtery is always i in favour 
of the accuſed. From that moment, the 
work becomes a libel; and the author is 


ſubjected to ſuſpicion. 


In order to avoid reproach, I ſhall pub- 
liſh my name; but I think it neceſſary to 
obſerve, that I formally diſavow every copy 
of this work which is not ſigned by my 


own hand. | 


Dumourter knows me. 


Now, that he is no longer at the head 
of 200,000 men, and that he enjoys his 
liberty, he will undoubtedly undertake his 
own juitification. 


_— 


* I myſelf have lately received an anonymous letter, writ- 
ten by one of M. Dumourier's zealous partizans. As I donot 
know to whom to return my thanks for the many handſome 


things it contains, I ſhall render it public at the end of this 
work, and then add my anſwer to it. 


He 


He really polſeſſes "PEE „ ati) Wie * 
but accident and intrigue have contributed 
principally to his ſucceſs. I allow alſo that 
he is not deficient in point of genius: this 
circumſtance, however, will not prevent 
me from entertaining the belief, that I ſhall 
be able to combat his principles, his con- 
duct, his morals, and his Neha with 
ſucceſs. 


We are both fugitives; but our ſituation 
is very different. Dumourier, overloaded 
with gold, can no where find a place of 
refuge: as for myſelf, I ſhare the lot of my 
brave companions in arms, It has not 
been in the power of misfortune to ſtagger 
their courage; and their fidelity and their 
example are ſufficient for me: it would be 
cowardly to complain. 
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DUMOURIER UNMASKED. 


| Brrort I enter into a detail of the Life 
and Adventures of Dumourier, it may not be 


amiſs to ſay ſomething about his birth. Here 
follows a ſhort account of it. 


The city of Cambray“ is rendered famous 
by having produced two very formidable 
champions ; both of whom have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in the courſe of the French Revo- 
lution. The firſt is Dumovrier : the ſecond, 
Santerre, the brewer, that ferocious, bloody, 
and barbarous man, who directed, and even 


precipitated the murder of the unfortunate 
Louis XVI. A 


Since 


* Cambray is a handſome, very large and flrong town, in 
the French Netherlands, and has always been conſidered 
as the capital of Cambrẽſis. It is fituated on the river Scheldt, 
which runs through the middle of it, and is twenty-two 
miles from Arras, fifteen from Douay, and 102 from Paris. 


| Duinourier was born there in 1737; he is now 50 years old. 
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Sinee we know that the ſame place has given 
them birth, it may not be amiſs to aſk, in what 
ſpot they will be able to procure a graye? 


Dumourier is the fon of a Commiſſary of 
War, a virtuous man, and one generallyeſteemed. 
Nobility does not always confer merit. It is 


not to his illuſtrious deſcent that our hero is 
indebted for his good fortune, and his advance- 
ment, but to the generoſity of that very Monarch 


who has lately become his victim; he is 
therefore, more guilty than any other perſon, 
inaſmuch as he has at one and the ſame time 


been devoid of gratitude and fidelity. 


Dumourier diſplayed a certain degree of genius 
from his earlieſt years: but genius is not probity. 
His ſchool-fellows were often under the neceſ- 
ſity of chaſtiſing him; for, in his youth, as in his 
more advanced age, he was an hypocrite and a 
deceiver: in ſhort, as he had not then an army 
at his heels, he often returned home with a 
ſevere drubbing. 


On his leaving college, his father, who was 
about to ſet off for the army, carried this hope- 
ful ſon along with him, in order to ſupply the 
place of his ſecretary, whom he had diſmiſſed. 


In 
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In the courſe of the following year, the young 
man was lucky enough to obtain employment 
in a regiment of light horſe. Being thus ren- 


dered maſter of his own actions, he delivered 


himſelf up to all the exceſſes ſuggeſted by a 
fervid and romantic imagination; and it is 
therefore but little wonder, that the commence- 


ment of his military career was vel in 
clouds and diſaſters. 


His friends have vaunted his bravery; yet 
in my opinion, he derives but little merit from 
that circumſtance. The tiger fights with un- 
conquerable fury; the vulture pounces upon, 
and tears in pieces the harmleſs dove! Courage, 
when uncoupled with a good heart, produces a 


monſter. I do not mean, however, to ſay, that 


this is the portrait of the man whoſe memoirs I 
have undertaken to write, 


Dumourier has a ſiſter, who ſhared along 


The King beſtowed the abbey of Fervaque, in 
the neighbourhood of St. Quintin, upon her; 
and ſhe has abandoned all her worldly property, 


in order to remain faithful to God and her 
principles, 


Young 


with him, in the generoſity of the Monarch. 
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\ Young Dumourier, who was born with 
talents, and eminently gifted with a ſpirit of 
intrigue, after remaining for ſeveral years in the 
cavalry*, was promoted to an employment in 
the taff of the army. He ſerved in the iſland 
of Corſica, during the campaign of 1768, in 
the ſtation of Aide Marechal des Logis . 


His genius, always prompt and active, ſug- 


© geſted ſeveral projects to him; the ſucceſs of 


* which was uniformly founded upon intrigue 
and ſeduction. He aſſured the General, that he 
was certain of getting poſſeſſion of the iſle of 
Rouſſeh, provided he were but entruſted with 
the command of an expedition againſt it; he, 
at the ſame time, added, that he kept up a ſecret 
correſpondence in the place, and that he would. 
be anſwerable for the ſucceſs of his operations. 


During the attack, the future hero took great 
care to make his ſoldiers march before their 
leader ; and the firſt moment that he perceived 

| -the 


In the regiment of Eſcars. 

+ Dans PEtat Mayor. 

1 This is ſomething ſimilar to the ſituation of Quarter- 
Maſter in the Engliſh Army, with this difference, that it is 
conſidered as being more honourable. 
= & This is a ſmall iſland in the immediate 3 
of Corſica. 
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the action becoming rather bot and dangerous, he 
prudently collected the remains of his troops, 
and ordered a retreat, exclaiming at the ſame 
time, © that he had been betrayed » His con- 
duct being ſeverely cenſured upon this occaſion, 
he deemed it prudent to leave Corſica, and ſet 
out for Paris ſoon after. | 


Ambition prevented him from remaining 
long 1 in tranquillity ; and he ſtrained every nerve 


in order to return once more to an active life. 


A favourable occaſion ſoon preſented itſelf. 


The Count de Broglio, who was entruſted by 
Louis XVI. with a ſecret, - and confidential de- 
partment, which conſiſted in watching the 
conduct of the French Miniſters at foreign 
Courts, ſent Dumourier into Poland as a Spy, 
and not, as has been falſely aſſerted, an Ambaſſa- 
dor. There, as elſewhere, he acted the mean 
part of a liſtener, with a conſiderable degree of 
ſucceſs. One day, however, he was unfortunaff Y 
enough to be caught in the falt; and being 
ſeized, and tied to a table, he received an 
hundred ſtrokes from a cane, upon his poſterzors. 
It muſt be allowed, that our hero, on this occa- 
ſion, did not act altogether in the capacity af 
a Miniſter Plenipotentiary } | | 

* Being 
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Being determined to avenge the diſgrace, 
his time became ſo much occupied with plans 
for the gratification of this favourite project, that 
he entirely forgot the buſineſs 'with which he 
had been charged. 


Soon after this, he entered into the ſervice of the 
Rebel Confederates, and was entruſted with the 
command of a detachment, which was cut in 
pieces by the enemy: he himſelf would have 
loſt his life, had it not been for the ſwiftneſs of 
his horſe, which fell down dead between his 


legs, overwhelmed with fatigue. 


It was in Poland that Dumourier became 


- acquainted with Prince Miazenſki, a man dil-, 


graced by his crimes, and who by turns was 
guilty of aſſaſſination, forgery, and perjury. 


This is the fame Miazenſki, who at the be- 
ginning of the Revolution, murdered the Mar- 
quis de Girouard, in order to rob him of the 


ſum of 80,000 livres, which he had juſt receiv- 


ed. The fact has been proved. I do not, how- 
ever, mean to ſay, that Dumourier had any 
knowledge of it; for when we conſider his own 


moral character, we muſt readily conclude, that 


he would have inſtantly dropped all his con- 
nexions 
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nexions with a man of this ſtamp! The'ſelf 
ſame object“ attracted and fixed the love of 
both; and that intereſt, which at one time di- 
vided, at length tied the knot of their union 
more firmly than ever. 


In the courſe of a very ſerious tranſaction, 
Dumourier acted a double and deceitful part, in 
conſequence of receiving a ſhare of the booty: 
in ſhort, they were engaged in a number of 
very curious adventures; - - - - but 
the cruel guillotine has at length terminated the 
life, and the crimes of Miazenſki. 


After carrying arms in Poland, our hero 
returned to the capital of France, covered with 
glory. Liſtening to nothing but th- dictates of 
his own vanity, and his ſelf-love, he preſented 
himſelf before the Miniſter, and was inſtantly 
ſent to the Baſtille. There he underwent an exa- 
mination, in preſence of ſeveral Members of 
the Council, who were appointed to decide upon 
his fate. Certain of the ſecret protection of the 
King, at whoſe inſtigation he had been em- 


1 ployed, he embarraſſed his judges not a little, 


B 2 by 


Miazenſxi was in the habit of viſiting one of N q 
favourite Miſtreſſes, 
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by his equivocal replies, and laughed heartily at 
their expence, when they ſeemed to attach great 
conſequence to ſo unſucceſsful a miſſion. 
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On the death of Louis XV. a change took 
place in the Miniſtry. M. de Sartine, who had 
11 taken Dumourier under his protection, procured 
5 1 his deliverance from the Baſtille ; and he wasſent, 
on his bare parole, as a priſoner of ſtate, to the 
Callie of Caen, in Normandy. 


WF - / 


In chat city, he formed an acquaintance with 
a reſpectable female, whoſe fortune operated as 
a /ure too tempting to be reſiſted. Dumourier, 
on this occaſiun, played himſelf off as a philo- 
ſopher, and even as a man of importance : her 
family were completely deceived, and actually 
K him with the hand of the Janne : 
lady. * 
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The Miniſter, ſoon after this, became ſoftened, 
and Dumourier regained his liberty; but he 
remained unemployed for ſeveral years. 


At length, during the late war, he received 
an appointment on the af of the army deſtined 
to 


Her family refides at Pont-au-ge-Mer, in Normandy; her 
fſter was married to M. Pery, Lieutenant Colonel of the 
regiment of Noailles Dragoons, 
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to make a deſcent on the coaſt of Fngland. 
During the ſucceeding year, the Duke de Har- 
court, who thought that he poſſeſſed ſome military 
talents, obtained for him the place of Lieutenant 
de Rei, at Cherbourg. 9 


This poſt, ſoon acquired ſo great an im- 
Z portance, that, at length, it placed the Com- 
mandant in a ſituation infinitely beyond his moſt 
ſanguine expeQations, He remained there du- 
ring the ſpace of eleven years. 


When I ſerved along with him, under the 
orders of the ſame General,“ he was decorated 
with the Croſs of St. Louis, and poſſeſſed the rank 
of 4 Martchal de Camp of the armies : this ſitua- 


7 tion alone conveyed to him and his poſterity the 

S: moſt honourable ſpecies of nobility—that of the 
ſword. 

4 a 

= As Lieutenant de Roi at Cherbourg, he poſſeſſed 


a very lucrative and agreeable command. He 

had indeed no manner of occaſion to complain 

of the frowns of fortune; for, in addition to his 
own. 

In 1788—9. | 


+ This rank nearly correſponds to that of Major Gene- 
ral in England, | 
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own property and that of his wife, he enjoyed an 


annual income of nearly 25,002 livres, ariſing out 
of the various places conferred on him by the 


King. Indeed, this man was loaded with 


marks of the King's perſonal regard during the 
journey which his ** made to the ove of 
Cherbourg in 1786. 


deſirous to develope thoſe good qualities, the 
germ of which was already implanted in his heart. 
He accordingly determined to make choice of a 
virtuous man, on purpoſe to confide this precious 
treaſure to his care. Occupied with this idea, 
the Monarch departed from Verſailles, and viſited 
the reſidence of the Duke de Harcovrt, in Nor- 
mandy, whom he found enjoying happineſs and 
tranquillity in the boſom of his family; and to 
the ſuperintendence of that nobleman he en- 
truſted the education of the Dauphin, 


On this occaſion, Lovis XVI. viſited his peo- 
ple, examined the works of Cherbourg with the 
moſt lively intereſt and attention, and received 

every 
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Louis XVI. always occupied about the hap- 
pineſs of his ſubjects, reſolved to give the beſt: 
Poſſible education to his ſon, and was therefore: 
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every where, the warmeſt teſtimonies of that 
love and reſpe& with which his affability, his 
virtues, and his liberality had inſpired a nation, 
at that time faithful t to their Prince. 


Dumourier was arnong the crowd, and the 
Duke de Harcourt preſented him to the King, 
who took great notice of, and diſtinguiſhed him 
by many marks of perſonal regard. His Ma- 
jelty, indeed, ſoon after his return to Verſailles, 
ſent him a magnificent ſauff-box, adorned with 


his own portrait, ſer round with large oriental 


pearls. 


Dumourier was always fond of precious 
ſtones. One day, when he returned home with 
his head warmed with wine, ſeveral officers of 
the regiment de la Reine“ happened to be in the 
hall: the converſation turned upon jewels. On 
this he ſent for his wife's diamonds, and after 
every body had examined and praiſed them, he 
replaced them, with his own hand, in the caſket, 
which he afterwards laid, on the chimney- piece 
of the apartment in which they were then ſitting. 


When the viſit was finiſhed, all the officers de- 


parted ; 


* A regiment of infantry. 
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| parted ; and next morning, at a very early hour, 
Dumourier ſent to them, to enquire if they knew 
what had become of the diamonds belonging to 
his wife? Their ſurpriſe, as may be readily ima- 
gined, was extreme ; they, however, inſtantly 
repaired, in a body, to the hotel of the Com- 
mandant, who, not a little embarraſſed at their 
ſudden appearance, ſtuttered out a few words by 
way of apology ; acknowledged that, perhaps, 
the trinkets might have been miſlaid ſomewhere ; 
and concluded by ſaying, that he would order 


the proper enquiries to be made ee 
them. - | 


The officers were but little ſatisfied with this 
anſwer ; but out of reſpe& to Madame Dumou- 
rier, and the rank poſſeſſed in the ſervice by 
her huſband, they preſerved a profound filence 
on this ſubject. It was, however, agreed by 
the garriſon, that they ſhould no longer viſit at 
their houſe. 

It is aſſerted, that poor Madame Dumourier's 
diamonds were ſoon after diſpoſed of ! 


Diſcontented with his lot, and always influ- 
enced by his favourite paſſion, during his reſi- 
dence 


F | * 5 
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dence at Cherbourg, betrayed the intereſts of 
the King, as well as thoſe of the people. 2 


He was a member of the Committee of 


7 Adminiſtration, employed in ſuperintending 
. the public works; and he at the fame time 
7 received preſents from Bolabert, the contrac- 
af tor, in order. to corrupt the Committee, and 
5 favour the moſt fraudulent ce that ever 
10 exiſted ! 
S. | The ſectet Peoteckien of M. Necker, the in- 
trigues of the Orleans faction, and the more im- 
* mediate interference of Latouche Le Vaſſor, then 
. Chancellor to the Duke of Orleans, and Director 
y of the Marine, but now Vice-Admiral of the 
ho fleet in the Mediterranean, were particularly 
yy ſerviceable to him upon this occaſion. 
1 1 ſerved along with Dumourier, before the 
Revolution; and during the troubles I have 
examined his conduct ſtill more cloſely than 


before. The family of Harcourt was prodigal 
of its favours to him : he not only was deficient 
in point of gratitude to it, but he actually at- 
tempted to ſacrifice his benefactors, as the firſt 
victims of his guilty ambition. 


C Were 
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Were I to enter into a detail of all the parti> 
culars of the life of this very extraordinary man, 
my labours would reſemble the web of Penelope, 
and never have a concluſion : it will be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, therefore, that I ſhould con- 
fine myſelf to the leading facts. 


In the month of Auguſt, 1788, the children 
of Philip, Duke of Orleans, viſited Cherbourg, 
under the inſpection of Madame de *Genlis. 
The Commandant, who was exceedingly polite 
and attentive to all ſtrangers, appeared, on this 
occaſion, as if he were not deſirous to take any 
notice of them ; and ſeemed leſs eager than uſual 
to pay his reſpects. 


The General, who happened at that period to 
be indiſpoſed, gave me inſtructions to order all 
the honours due to the Blood Royal to be allowed 
to the young Princes. I myſelf accompanied them 
every where; and diſtributed a ſum of money 
among the ſoldiers and ſailors, in their names. 
I even ordered a number of trinkets to be made 
at Paris, during the winter, on purpoſe to be 
preſented on the part of their Highneſles to cer- 
tain perſons who enjoyed the public eſteem. 


Doring 
Now Madame de Sillery. 


09 
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During the reſidence of Madame de Genlis, 
at Cherbourg, Dumourier was not deficient in 
attention to her. Billets, myſterious meſſages, 
and nocturnal aſſemblies, made ample amends 
for that reſerve, which they affected to preſerve 
in their conduct to each other in public. 


ad 


\ CR l 
Although the perſon of Madame de Genlis 


inſpires the moſt profound reſpect, that lady 
mult be allowed to be very ſeductive and cap- 
tivating, on account of her wit and her ta- 
lents: but ſhe ought to have been more diſereet, 


with regard to the intimate connexion that ſub- 
ſiſted between M. Necker and the Duke of 
Orleans. 


Dumourier was a precious acquiſition to that 
faction, During the winter of 1789, he devoted 
himſelf entirely to its intereſts. He never left 
the Palais Royal.* He was continually with the 
Prince; and perſons worthy of belief, have aſ- 
ſured me, that he even lodged at his hotel. 


It was at this epoch that, in order to be more 
at his eaſe, he redoubled his ill uſage to his un- 
happy ſpouſe, who was obliged to run away 

CTY from 
* At that time, the reſidence of Philip, Duke of Orleans, 
and the centre of the Revolutionary Committees, &c. 
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from him, and actually neceſñtated to retire to 
a convent 1n kh a very trifling annuity. 


In oonth of April following, the Duke of 
Harcourt Beuvron repaired to Caen, on pur- 
poſe to be more conveniently fituated, as he 
would be enabled from that place to tranſmit 
his orders with more celerity through all parts of 
the province of Normandy, which was then ex- 
ceedingly agitated under pretence of a ſcarcity 
of corn, notwithſtanding the abundance of that 
neceſſary article. 


One day, after having delivered an order to 
Dumourier, in the name of the General, to re- 
pair to Cherbourg, he told me poſitively, while 
aſcending the ſtair- caſe of the htel d Harcourt, 
that, if I would confide to his care the diffe- 
rent preſents which I had cauſed to be made 
at Paris in the courſe of the winter, for certain 
perſons in official ſituations at Cherbourg, he 
himſelf would diſtribute them with great cere- 
mony, before all the garriſon; that he was even 
certain he ſhould be able to procure pen- 
ſions for theſe perſons, as he was ſtill more 
intimately connected with the Duke of Orleans, 
than I could eaſily ſuppoſe; and that he would 
even render me ſervices with that prince.“ 


Theſe 


0 
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Theſe propoſitions aſtoniſned me: my reply, 
however, was in the negative; and I tranſmitted 
the preſents to the place of their K by 
means of the e onck. 

Whenever Dumourier was entruſted with the 
execution of an order, which did not prove exactiy 
conformable to his own wiſhes, inſtead of main- 
taining peace and tranquillity, as was his duty, he 
conſtantly fermented the diſcontents of the peo- 
ple, and preached up revolt, wherever he paſſed. 


It was at his houſe, and in his preſence, at 
Cherbourg, as well as in ſeveral other cities in 


the provinces, that nocturnal aſſemblies were 


held, in which plots, pillaging, and other incen- 
diary propoſitions, were meditated, 


He was humble and ſubmiſſive before his 
Generals ; ſometimes he even trembled in their 
preſence ; but bold and audacious in the midſt 


of his accomplices, he was always the firſt to 
awaken them to deeds of darkneſs. 


On FR day of general alarm, which took 
place throughout all France, in the month of 
July, 1789, Dumourier whiſpered at Cherbourg, 
and cauſed it to be publiſhed by a perſon of the 

name 
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name of Rulliers, his ſecret agent, that a band 
of 10, ooo robbers and thieves was appruaching 
that city, in order to overwhelin its inhabitants 
with fire and ſword. Tlie factien had no other 
object in contemplation but to arm the people, 
in order to oppoſe them to the troops who re- 
mained faithful to their King. Dumourier weil 
Knew that there was no danger whatever to be 
dreaded, as he read the report every day at the 


General's quarters, which contained a detail of 


whatever occurred in any part of the provinces ; 
and he muſt have known alſo, that a body of from 
8 to 10,000 ruffians, provided with cannon, 
could not aſſemble and croſs, in one and the 
fame night, no leſs than fifty leagues of territory, 
without any intimation's being received by the 
military, Notwithſtanding all this, he found 
means to cauſe this army to ſpring out of the 
earth with the ſame eaſe as a muſhroom ! 


It was in the courſe of the commotion that 
took place a few days afterwards, that he wiſhed 


to ſurpriſe the loyalty of an officer, telling him, 
that he ought to ſurrender, into the hands of 


the people, the keys of the fort Du Gallet, and 
of the powder magazines at Cherbourg, becauſe 


they belonged to the nation. The officer, 


faithful to his King, refuſed to comply. This 
tumult 
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I tumult was particularly directed againſt all thoſe 


who were employed in the name of the King. 


r populace, who did oor know that Dumou- 


rier was the author of the inſurrection, pro- 
ceeded to his houſe in order to pillage it: an 
officer of the regiment de la Reine, preſented 
himſelf with a detachment, to defend his pro- 
perty; but the courage and ' prudence of that 
gentleman produced * effect, than a ſingle 
word pronounced by a perſon of the name of 
Larue, at that period one of Dumourier's 
emiſſaries, and afterwards his Aide de Camp, at 
whoſe voice the populace inſtantly diſperſed. 


A few days poſterior to this, he was conſider- 
ed as the inſtigator of another commotion, the 
intent of which was to liberate a man from 
priſon, who had been heard publicly to affirm, 
that he had ſharpened his hatchet on purpoſe 
to cut off the head of M. de Garreulot, at that 
time mayor of Cherbourg, by the King's nc no- 
mination. 


The reader will not be in the leaſt ſurpriſed, 
that, from this moment, Dumourier became a 
fanatical revolutioniſt, more eſpecially when he 
ſees how he explained his opinions on the 1oth 
of September, 1789, in a letter written from 

Cherbourg 
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Cherbourg to a reſpectable veteran, who; 
always faithful to his King, and to his own 
honour, from that moment ceaſed to correſpond 
with this political cameleon. The original is 
in my poſſeſſion, as are alſo ſeveral other precious 
Pieces of the ſame kind. 
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« Your ſon-in-law has recounted to me the 
particulars of your adventure with de R. 
As I have always found you a little more 
ariſtocratical than myſelf, particularly during 
our laſt converſation with M. de Montmorin, I 
was under apprehenſions left you ſhould be com- 
promiſed on the late turn of affairs; but I am 
charmed to learn, that you have happily extri- 
cated yourſelf. | 
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« Remain tranquil at your country ſeat, 
until the ſummer ; and then, if I am not much 
miſtaken, you will have occaſion to exerciſe yout 
great military talents againſt foreign enemies. 
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te It ſeems as if a coalition of Kings, in 
oppoſition to our liberty, was about to take 
place. The Courtiers will be like ſo many 
Huſſars, hovering between the two parties, It 
will be then, that men ſuch as you and me, who 
have fought their way by means of their talents 
Ti and 


„ bbs. Wo... 


ms 2 O  (Þ md. 


=” RY. ws 2 Wc. 
1 * 
\ * 


DUMOURIER UNMASKED; | 25 


and their conduct, will neceſſarily become the 
chiefs of the nation, and be entruſted with the 


= dcfence of 1ts liberty. 


« Our King is on our fide, and wil not 
abandon. the good cauſe ; therefore, whatever 
we perform in its defence, will be legal. 


e Do not loſe. fight of this point, my old 


friend, for fear you ſhould ever forget it. 


« The Revolution is concluded. The forms, 


a perhaps, are reprehenſible, if we view them 


through the medium of the prejudices enter- 
tained only two years fince ; but, however, at 
the expence perhaps of our repoſe, we are now 
free. Your children will ſerve with ſtill more 
pleaſure than you; inculcate in them theſe 
ideas; make them proud of their liberty; ren- 
der them capable of ſuſtaining your reputation, 
under more happy auſpices, for we were nothing 
better than ſlaves, and now only enjoy by antici- 


' pation, a portion of their welfare and their glory. 


« Behold, my Friend, the new heart with 
which we muſt inſpire them. If I perceive my 
countrymen ſlumber over principles ſuch as 
theſe, IJ ball be the firſt to awaken, and to arouſe 

D them. 


1 


guiſbed in me any of thoſe agreeable ſentiments 
which conſtitute my happineſs. Friendſhip has 


this title that I now embrace you moſt cordially. WW 


ſible to miſtake the portrait. It would be dif- 
ficult to gueſs what was in his heart, when he 


Biſhop of Autun; for I know them ſufficiently 
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them. This patriotic enthuſiaſm, has not extin- 


the deareſt hold of my heart, and it 1s under 
 DUMOURIER." | 


The Author of this letter deſcribes himſelf ſo 
admirably in the above epiſtle, that it is impoſ- 


himſelf informs us that it was ſo liable to 
change. It is eaſy to perceive, however, that 
ambition and intereſt had more influence in 
reſpect to his conduct, than the love of his King 
and his country. 


It is not in the leaſt doubtful, that the Huſſars 
hovering between the two parties, are Meſſrs. 
Lameth, La Fayette, Victor de Broglio, Nar- 
bonne, Rochambeau, Chauvelin, Mathieu, de 
Montmorenci, &c. But I am deſirous to know, 
what place he would give in his order of battle 
to Brienne, Archbiſhop of Sens, and to Perigord, 


to believe, that they would never have made 
Hu/ars of this deſcription. 


Dumourier 
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Dumourier penned the above letter but nine- 
teen days before the maſſacre of Verſailles, and 
while he ſtill ſerved under the Duke of Har- 
court, before whom he particular care to 
conceal his real ſentiments; for in his preſence 
he manifeſted opinions of a tendency direftly 


oppoſite. N | 
0 | | | = 
— Soon after this, he left Normandy, in 
fe order to be employed as a Marechal de Camp 
je under M. le Comte de Verteuil. Not con- 
0 tent with having inflamed the minds and 
at imaginations of the Normans, he, at Nantes, 
in reanimated the expiring patriotiſm of the clubs, 
E which had begun to aſſume a calmer tone than 
heretofore. 
rs He then ſet off for Paris, and was diſpatched 
8. from that city into Brabant, by the Propaganda, - 
r= in order to ſtir up the people againſt the Em- 
de peror, their legitimate Sovereign. 
W. Di 
te His conduct during that embaſſy, was ex- 
d, traordinary, and even incomprehenſible : ir caſts 
ly great light however upon his late projects, and 
de on the motives of his bitter enmity againſt the 


Houſe of Auſtria, 
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* viſiting and inſpecting the army of | 


the Rebels, he informed their leaders, that not- 
withſtanding the immenſe number of their par- 
tiſans, they were incapable of reſiſting the 


Iyperial Troops; and he announced to them, 
that the co,coo auxiliaries which had been 
ſecretly promiſed by the National Aſſembly, 
could not be furniſhed, becauſe they were not 
able to prevail upon the King to give his con- 
ſent to luch a-mealure. 


He concluded by offering it as his opinion, 
that they had no otaer part to act, but to throw 


themſelves into the arms of the Emperor; ſtill 
taking care, however, to contiive ſo as to re- 


ſerve ſome ſub ect for diſcuſſion that might 
produce a diviſion hereafter, when more favour- 
able circumſtances, now nearly at hand, might 
occur; and ti en he would not fail to be of great 
ſervice to them. In the mean time, however, 
he found means to procure an advance of 8000 
livres, by way of bearing the expences of his 
Journey. 3 


Soon after his return to Paris, the Orleans 
faction ſucceeded in cauſing a revolt among the 
people of Lyons. The Count de Chapelle, a 
general officer of great merit, having reſigned 
the conumand of that city, Dumourier made uſe 


| of 


the Orleans faction. 
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ot all his art and intrigue, in order to replace 
bim: at length he ſucceeded ; and after labour- 
ing with the propaganda, with his pocket - hook 


well lined with notes, and his purſe filled with 
gold, he ſec off for Lyons, crying out © Victory!” 
hut his triumph was of ſhort duration; for a 
man, whom | then <ſteemed among the number 
of my friends, (M. Meunier, ſince killed by a 
cannon ball which took away his legs at Caſſel“, 
where he was Commandant,) being informed of 
this nomination, he initantly waited upon M. 
Duportal, the then Miniſter at War, and 
aſſured him, that cvery thing was loſt if the new 
Commandant ever ieached Lyons, as he was one 
of the moſt obſtinate and dangerous partiſans of 


The Miniſter immediately expedited a courier 
after him; and Dumourier, while yet on the 
road, received orders to returſ to Paris. 


On this, he aſſumed the maſk of innocence 
and of virtue, in order tl better to deceive 
thoſe who ſurrounded him, without forgetting, 
however, the outrage, which he was determined 
to revenge on the firſt favourable opportunity. 


In 


In the immediate neighbourhood of Mayence, to which 
it ſerves as an outwork. 
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In exact conformity to theſe ſentiments, he 
acted the part of an Ari/tecrate for ſeveral | 
months; and he even preſided at a kind of club, 
in the neighbourhood of the Place Louis XV. 


He addreſſed a letter to the Wen two months 
after this, of which the following are a few of 
the molt remarkable paſſages : | 


cc SIRE, 


« Your Majeſty is the moſt accompliſh 
man in your whole kingdom ; and it is under 
this title that I addreſs my moſt reſpectful com- 
plaints to you. You cannot be ſuppoſed to know 
me but by my ſervices, ſince neither my birth nor 
my fortune have placed me in a ficuation | to 
approach your perſon, 

« ] have ſerved in the army no leſs than thirty- 
five years; I have received, during that period, 
ſeveral wounds; and I have never either de- 
manded or obtained any recompence. 

« Notwithſtanding all this, I have been ca- 
lumniated to you, ſince your Majeſty has been 
pleaſed to countermand my appointment as Com- 
mandant at Lyons. 


« I poſ- 


of- 
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06.1 poſſeſs the moſt tender and reſped ul 


attachment to your Majeſty's perſon, which is 
redoubled by the preſent circumſtances ; and I 
= gz in ſilence. 


« A freſh occaſion now preſents itſelf, by 


which I have once more an opportunity of being 


ſerviceable to you. Nothing is more dangerous 
for the intereſts of your Majeſty, and thoſe of 
your kingdom, than the project of the Princes. 


2 -S. :-% *. — * * 


ce 1 ſhall always "Ou you, Sir; my life is at 
the ſervice of your Majeſty, and my vows ſhall 
be perpetually offered up for your preſervation. 


c Theſe are the ſentiments of 
« Your Majeſty's 
« Moſt humble, 
« Moſt faithful, and 
« Moſt obedient ſubjett, 


cc DUMOURIER.” 
oP 


I ſhall only permit myſelf to make one ob- 
ſervation relative to this letter. There is not a 
ſingle word of truth in the whole of it, from the 
beginning to the end; ſave and except the firſt 

ſentence: 
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ſentence: his ſubſequent conduct has ſufficiently 
demonſtrated, that the reſt is the In of | 
falfchood and by pocriſy. 


All Dumourier's pretended attachment and 
reſpe& were inſufficient to obtain for him the 
favour which he demanded. Furious at this new 
refuſal, he turned his back upon his audience in 

the Place Louis XV. and diſappeared. 


Diſappointed in Paris, he returned to Britanny 
and Poitou, and was not employed in any em- 
baſſy, as ſeveral perſons have aſſerted. What 
has occaſioned this error, is the reſemblance of 
his name to that of the Count de Mouſtier, at 
that time nominated Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
at the Court of Berlin. The ſimilarity of name 


does not in the leaſt imply a fimilarity of 


character ! 


Louis XVI. the victim of his own generoſity, 
perſecuted by wicked and ungrateful men, wiſhed 


to withdraw his family from the daggers of 


aſſaſſins, who had long menaced their lives. 
He accordingly fled along with them, in-the 
month of June, 1791. The factious, inſtead 
of preventing, facilitated his departure, not, as 
may bg _ ſuppoſed, « out of any Regard for the 

King's 


2 
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King's ſafety, but in order to rivet his fetters, 
and augment their own power. 


At length, they cauſed him, along with his 
illuſtrious conſort and children, to be arreſted at 
Varennes ; and brought them back priſoners to 
the capital. ; 


1 myſelf was a witneſs to all the ſcenes of 
horror which theſe auguſt victims were forced 
to undergo ; for I had never left them ſince the 
1ſt of October, 1789. A poſt, which neceſſarily 
attached me to the King's perſon, enabled me to 
have a ready acceſs to his Majeſty, duripg the 
whole period of his captivity, even when de- 


prived of the ſociety of thoſe who were molt 


dear to him, 
What did Dumourier do, when he received 
intelligence of the King's departure ? 


He trampled under foot that gratitude 
which he owed to his benefator. He did not 
even wait for the orders of the National Aſſem- 
bly, but fabricated an oath, infinitely more exe- 
crable than all thoſe which that body had 
invented ;. for in it no mention whatever was 
made of the King's name | 
E. On 
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On this occaſion, he cauſed all the officers of 
the regiment of Poitou, then in garriſon at Nantes, 
to be awakened at two o'clock in the morning; 
and without allowing them time, even to dreſs 


themſelves, he cauſed them to take the oath 


which he had drawn up, in the midſt of a band 
of armed ruffians : it may be here obſerved, that 
the happineſs enjoyed by the French people at 
this moment 1s equally real with the fincerity of 


the patriotiſm of the officers of that regiment ! 


On the very ſame day, he wrote to all the 
Commandants of the different detachments under 
his orders, a moſt infamous letter, the original 
of which is now before me. Here follow a few 
paſſages of it: 


Honour, that main ſpring of military actions, 
under deſpotiſm, is not an idea ſufficiently ele- 


| vated by it{clf to enſure the confidence of a free 


people. A ſentiment infinitely more ſublime, 
that of patriotiſm, ought at once to ennoble, and 
to render 1t pure. 


© The gentlemen oficers of the regiment of 
Poitou have had the advantage of preceding 
you in the ſincere expreſſions of their patriotiſm, 


merely becauſe they had the happineſs of being 
| at 
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at Nantes, at the moment when the late fright- 
ful intelligence was received by the Adminiſtra- 
tive Bodies, whoſe patriotiſm and prudence 
augment in proportion to the danger. | 


ic Incloſed, you will receive an order to take 
the ſame oath as the officers of the regiment of 
Poitou ; I join that of my own, as your General. 


&« Aſſemble the officers; read my letter to 
them. Tell them, that on one ſide is to be found 
true honour, patriotiſm, and virtue ; while on 
the other, nothing is to be hoped for, but op- 
probrium, cowardice, and perjury. No French 
officer can heſitate a ſingle moment as to the 
choice which he ought to make. In regard to 
the dragoons, I am certain of the part that they 
will act. 


« Every French ſoldier muſt be appriſed of 
the advantages which he has to expect on the 
part of the repreſentatives of the nation, who 
are ſo paternally occupied about the army. He- 
will feel the value of liberty; he will feel the 
ſatisfaction of being a citizen; he will live, and 
he will die, for his brethren, and his fellow- 
citizens, 


E 2 * 
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er Tell them, on my part, that I have an en- 
tire confidence in their patriotiſm, their ſagacity, 
and their obedience to the military laws ; tell 


them that I will ſhow myſelf worthy of com- 


manding them; and that, acting at the head of 


ſuch patriotic regiments, I will either live free, 
or find a glorious grave. 


© DUMOURIER.” 


J ſhall here paſs over a variety of little cir- 
cumſtances in the private, in order to have a 
better opportunity to occupy my attention with 
the public life of our hero. 


On the very ſame day, Dumourier gave full 
vent to his fury ; he threw down, with great in- 
dignation, his Croſs of St. Louis, in the midſt 
of the Jacobin Club; exclaiming at the ſame 
time, that he would not wear the favours of a 


tyrant and a deſpot. 


A perſon of the name of Benoiton, Preſident 
of the department of Nantes, picked it up, and 
reſtored it to him in the name of his country, 
after having diſgraced the military ornament 

| with 


1 


er 
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with the three- coloured ribbon ; or, in other 


Mm | words, with the livery of the Duke of Qrieans.* 


Why does Dumourier, at this very day, weat 


- the ſame croſs which he then profaned ? The an- 


ſwer is eaſy: he would again trample it under 
his feet, if he could but derive any advantage 
from the act. 


The principles of M. Lizardiere happening 
to diſpleaſe him, he cauſed a report to be ſpread 
abroad, that this gentleman had aſſembled twelve 
hundred Ariſtocrats at his caſtle at Poitou, in 
order to deliver up that province to an Engliſh 
fleet, then cruiſing upon its coaſts, He then 


iſſued orders for the troops of the line, and the 


national guards belonging to his diviſion, to 
march inſtantly, on purpoſe to prevent the pre- 
tended diſembarkation, in expreſs oppoſition to 
the wiſhes of the adminiſtrative bodies, who 
well knew there was no more an Engliſh fleet 


on the coaſt of Poitou, than an aſſembly of emi- 


grants in the caſtle of M. de Lizardiere, who was 
at that moment confined as a cloſe priſoner in 
the town of Sables d'Olonne. 


Not 


The patriotic cockade is actually compoſed of the three 
colours diſplayed in the livery of the Orleans family. 
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Notwithſtanding all this, the caſtle of that 
unfortunate - gentleman was pillaged and burnt, 
in conſequence of the expedition, undertaken 
under the immediate orders of Dumourier him- 
ſelf, although he did not chooſe to approach 
within a league of the place. 


It was the company of grenadiers of the re- 
giment of Rohan-Soubiſe, who ſet fire to his 
chateau; this regiment was accompanied by 
ſeveral ſeditious perſons. 


Much about the ſame time, he cauſed Count 
de Menou, the Commandant of the caſtle of 
Nantes, to be illegally arreſted, as well as his 
daughter, a Commiſſary at War, and more than 
three hundred prieſts, who died, overwhelmed 
with hunger, miſery, and diſtreſs. He alſo 
ordered the unhappy nuns to be driven from the 
convent of the Carmelites; they betook them- 
ſel ves to flight, at ten o'clock in the evening, 
threw themſelves into boats on the Loire, and 
were abandoned, during the whole night, to the 
inſults and indignities of his ſatellites. ; 


Soon after this, Dumourier ſet off for Ro- 
chelle, in hopes of being able to rekindle the 
expiring embers of patriotiſm in the clubs of that 

city; 
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= city; and he embarraſſed the Commandant not a 
| YL little, by the obſtacles which he threw in his way. 


= On this occaſion, he forcibly exchanged 
odo liv. in aſſignats, for an equal ſum in 
N . ready money, belonging to the cheſt of the 
3 diſtrict of Machecoult, at this moment rendered 
famous by the exploits of M. Gaſton. 


A man who deceived the King and the people, 
by turns, is fully capable of ſuch an action, when 
he is ſure of impunity. Several affairs of this 
kind, embroiled him with the patriots and with 
Juſtice, which, at that period, was indeed very 
indulgent; it was neceſſary, however, that he 
ſhould decamp without beat of drum. 


I mult not here forget the uſe which Dumous 
rier had made of the ſnuff-box, which the King 
had ſent to him at Cherbourg. In the month of 
November, 1791, he depoſited it upon the altar 
of bis country, ſaying at the ſame time: © I pre- 
ſent this as a patriotic gift, for I will not keep any 
thing that once belonged to a traitor !” I have 
been aſſured that his friends, the political huſſars, 
reſtored the box to him, the moment that the cere- 
mony ended. This much is certain, that a Nor- 
man gentleman (M. de Vaillant) announced by 


ad ver- 
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ad vetriſement in the news- papers of that day, that 1 : 
he would preſent any perſon with 600 livres, 
who would convey to him the portrait of the 
King, which Dumourier had treated ſo un- 
worthily, 5 


In what manner can the public reconcile this 
i with the tenderneſs and ſenſibility with which he 
ki 1 | now profeſſes to behold that very portrait of the 
Wl King, - which he boaſts of having received from 
his Majeſty's own hand ? 74 


. On his return to Paris, as our hero was leſt 
| . without any employment, he became ambitious of 
| WER | being admitted into the Miniſtry : I had known, 
J. long before, that this was his aim. 


Already leagued with the Orleans faction, he 
threw himſelf alſo into the arms of the Jaco- 
bins. By means of his oaths, his grimaces, and 
his monkey tricks, he found means to deceive 
them: he was the firſt perſon to array himſelf 
with the red bonnet, the ſign of revolt; the 
fanatics followed his example, and ſoon after 
obliged the King to appoint him Miniſter of 
Foreign Affairs. 


The 


ne 


vonobntün int: 4b 


= the moment that Dumourier becanit inveſtec 
ich his few office, he commenced bis reer 


by depriving thoſe men of their places, who had 


oveen inſtructed in all the fecrets of the cabinets 


of Europe, during the laſt forty or fifty years z 
and this too, at the very period when their 


knowledge had become more neceſſary than ever. 


It will, perhaps, be imagined, that he made 
choice of perſons converſant in the diplomatic 
art, on purpoſe to ſucceed them ; but the con- 
trary is the fact. He ſelected, on the ſimple 
recommendation of a handſome perſon, the clerk 
of a ſhopkeeper, of Thoulouſe; and to this 


| youth he thought fit to entruſt the ſuperitren- 


dence of foreign affairs, 


8 à gambler by profeſſion, a fa- 
vourite of chance and of fortune, arrived at this 
high ſit tation through the protection of M. 
Renard:“ a number of little anecdotes might 
here be related, relative to that lady; but as the 
was bred at the opera-houſe, I leave her ſtory 


untouched, as it will undoubtedly find a place 


hereafter in the ſcandalous chronicle of Paris. 
F | It 


Auglicè, Miſs Fox. The lady has the honour of being 
of the ſame name as a great Engliſh patriot and ſtateſman. 


ws. 
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It will not appear at all ſurpriſing that Bonnee 


carrere, on his thus arriving at his new dignity, 


through a path ſtrewed with flowers, ſhould 
have played with the affairs of Europe, exactly 


in the ſame manner as he did formerly with 4 


pack of caras ! 


Dumourier being now Miniſter of Foreign 
Affairs, it was natural enough for him to appoint 
his ambaſſadors. On this occaſion, he did not 
forget the political huſſars ; for he made choice of 
a dancer * as the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the 
King of the French to the Court of London. 
Behold then, the ci-devant Marquis de Chauve- 
lin, who had paſſed his whole life in walking 
minuets and cutting capers, become the repre- 
ſentative of the avgy/# Conſtitution of 71 


The frivolity of this youth made Dumou- 
rier perceive the neceſſity of providing for him a 
Mentor, in the perſon of Perigord, Biſhop of 
Autun, who undoubtedly muſt be allowed to 

belong 


It is not meant to inſinuate, that M. Chauvelin was 
literally a dancer by profeſſion, but that he evinced great and 
uncommon genius in turning out his toes, and putting his body 
into a thouſand antic poſtures, which, added to the ability of 
producing a moſt graceful box, rendered him quite irreſiſtible 
Wil the ladies ! 


y, W belong to the heavy cavalry rather than the 
Id Ss infantry, as he is as little qualified to act mn 


2 part of a * foot-ſoldier as a n ; 

= No ſooner had he taken the oath of fidelity to 
che King, than Dumourier propoſed to declare 
war againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, He accor- 


** dingly ſummoned the Cabinet of Vienna to give 
gut him a categorical anſwer ;. or, in other words, a 
85 ſpeedy, clear, and poſitive explanation of its 
of 3 : OT i 
7 intentions relative to France. Roberſpierre was 

e 

| of a contrary opinion ; but ane pre- 
on. 

vailed. | 
ve- 
ms In order to augment his credit, the new Mi- 
"I niſter of Foreige Afﬀairs addreſſed a letter to the 
National Aſſembly, ſtating, that it was his in- 
tention to aboliſh cyphers in the correſpondence 

of of his office, He obſerved at the ſame time, 
mM J that he was determined to baniſn the mean arts 
j Q of ſecrecy and myſtery, which had heretofore been 

0 ſo faſhionable, as it was not the intereſt of na- 
ong tions to ſubject themſelves to the intrigues of 
vl courts. — 
186 KE 2 Dumou- 
ity of * The Biſhop of Autun is lame. I am far from wiſhing 
iſtible to inſult nature. I only mean to attack the crooked principles, 


and not the deformed per/ons, of the vain heroes of the firſt 
Conſtitution. 
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Dumaurier, who; like other great wits, way 
| mario deficient in point of memory, ſogn 
forgot that he had promiſed to haniſh all the 
crooked operations of politics from his depart- 
ment; for, in a few days after, he tranſmirted 
the foHowing letter to the Preſident of the Nay 
tional Aſſembly, after taking care to have the 
King's ſign manual annexed to it: 


The preſent circumſtances, Mr. Preſident, 
tequire an augmentation of the funds, neceſſary 
for the fecret and extraordinary expences of the 
foreign department. I propoſe to the Aſſembly 
to encreaſe this augmentation to the amount of 
6, O, ooo of livres, to be provided by the public 
treaſury, and left at the diſpofal of the NMiniſter 
of Foreign Affairs. f 
(Signed) „ Lovns, 
(Counterſigned) © DuuouziIak.“ 


A formal decree, granting the fix millions, 
was accordingly paſſed : I ſhall hereafter point 
out the ule to which this, very honeſt Miniſter con- 
verted that immenſe ſum, 


Dumourier warmly ſupported the motion 
made and carried in the Jacobin Club, which 
had for its object to liberate the rebellious ſol- 

diers 
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F | diers of the Syiſs regiment of Chdteay views 
1 from the galleries, and to permit them to make 


1 | a triumphant entry into Paris. This very inde- 
3 cent ſcene accordingly took place; and the pro- 
W ccfian actually paſſed under the windans WF the 
= Royal palace! 


The Cabinet of Vienna, as it may eaſily be ſup+ 
poſed, deſpiſed the ſummons iſſued by Dumou : 
rier, who, in his turn, delighted at finding 3 
favourable occaſion for commencing hoſtilities, 
which he had long and ſecretly pined after, per- 
ſuaded the King to repair to the a: on 
the 20th of April. 


At the concluſion of a long diſcourſe, in 
which the new Miniſter declaimed, with great 
violence againſt the league entered into by cer- 
tain crowned heads, the aſylum and protection 
afforded by the Houſe of Auſtria to the French 
fugitives, and alſo againſt its intimate connexion 
and correſpondence with Sweden, he formally 
propoſed to declare war, on the partof Louis XVI. 
againſt the King of Hungary and Bohemia. 


The /ans-culottes in the galleries received the 
propoſal with tranſports of applauſe ; and Du- 
mourier was ſure on this, as on ſeveral other 

occa- 
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occaſions, to reap the harveſt of the aff narf, 
which he had ſo Ay ſown on ne unn 
n., 


The Pridaveatts, at this period, found means 
to excite an inſurreAion at Turin. The Mini- 
ſter of Foreign Affairs ſeized this opportunity to 
10 demand, from the King of Sardinia, an account 
. of his motives for aſſembling his troops, in order 
1 to appeaſe it. He, at the ſame time, inſiſted on 
che diſperſion of a convoy of artillery; required 
that the French emigrants ſhould be driven from 
. his territories ; and declared, that if theſe terms 
. were not complied with, he would inſtantly de- 
. 


Founding his expectations on the diſtribution 
of ſome money which he had tranſmitted to the 
Auſtrian Low Countries, and on the ſecret intel- 
ligence which he there kept up, he gave orders 
to the French Generals to commence an attack 

upon them. * 


The appearance of a handful of Imperialiſts, 
drawn out from Tournai, carried terror and 
affright into the French army, which was partly 
cut in pieces, and partly diſperſed. Theobald 
Dillon, who commanded theſe troops, was 


looked 
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"M looked upon as a traitor, and maſſacred by the 
bands of his own ſoldiers ! 


> 4. 44 
bY : 


This check contributed not a little to dimi- 
niſn the credit of the new Miniſter; both 
W Rochambcau and La Fayette addreſſed their 
complaints to the Aſſembly, againſt the author 
of this project. De Grave, Miniſter at War, 
W thought proper to give in his reſignation ; and 
the Adminiſtrators of Are ſoon after wrote the 
W following letter to the National Aſſembly. 


c ] EGISLATORS, - 

e It is time to fix your attention on the 
preſent Miniſtry. Without any right to your 
confidence, we know not of any claim that it 
has to our eſteem. It is to its projects, it is 
to its want of forecaſt, it is to its little attention 
to the opinions of a General ſo eminent for his 


experience as M. de Rochambeau, that we are 
indebted for the late diſaſters.” - 


Dumourier wiſhed, on the ſame day, to ex- 
culpate himſelf from the reproaches which he fo 
juſtly merited ; but his party was unable to ſtifle 
the murmurs occaſioned by his conduct. To 
avert the attention of the public from this me- 


N 


4 
laficholy ſubject, Bafire, Merlin, and the b 
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capuchin Chabot, fanatical J acobins, arid the 
dear friends and partizans of. the Miniſter; whom 


they were in ereſted to maintain in his office, de- 
nounced a pretended Auſtrian Committee, which, 
according to them, aſſembled daily at the 
Thuilleries. On purpoſe to calm the minds of 
the people, the King inſtantly gave orders, that 
the moſt ſcrupulous ſearch ſhould be made in 
the palace, and notified his commands to the 


Aſſembly. 


By way of regaining the public favour; Du- 
mourier repaired to the National Aſſembly, on 
the 3d of May, and informed the Preſident, that 
he was the meſſenger of good news. He then 
proceeded to inform the Members, that the King 
of Sardinia had given the moſt ſatisfactory an- 
{wer to all his demands; and that he had re- 
ceived the moſt flattering aſſurance of the neu- 
trality of the Court of London, ' during the 
preſent war between France and the Houſe of 
Auſtria, After having cunningly infinuated, 
that he was engaged in ſeveral other important 
negociations, he vropoſed to reſign, 


On this, his friends inſtantly exclaimed, with 
one accord, that he merited the confidence of 
the. 
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be nation; and that he ought not, on any ac- 


; We ount to abandon its intereſts. 
rue Afembly diminiſhed the allowance of all 
if 1 he Miniſters ; Dumourier alone preſerved nearly 
„ ie whole of his former income and appoint- 
e Ieents. 
f | 
* He now deemed the preſent to be the proper 
n yvoment to bring the Duke of Orleans on the 
© rene. He accordingly adviſed that Prince to 
Way a viſit to the army, under pretence of 
; atisfying his curioſity. His Highneſs ſpent 
1- Wievcral days in the camp of Famars, and in 
n Valenciennes; but the ſcorn and diſtruſt with 
at > which he, inſpired the troops, prevented him 
1d rom receiving any of the flattering teſtimonies 
ig f eſteem, which he fo vainly expected. 
e A cloud now ſeemed to ſhroud the good for- 
u- ne of our hero. He had found means to pro- 
he ore the diſmiſſion of the three Miniſters, Ser- 
of an, Roland, and Claviere. Briſſot, their friend, 
d, ho had quarrelled at this period, from motives 
ne fk intereſt, with the incorruptible hero of Je- 
Pappe, affirmed, both in his writings and his 
peeches, that the King had withdrawn his con- 
ith dence from theſe reſpectable patriots, in order 
of | 


G - 00 


50 DUMOURIER UNMASKED, 


to laviſh it upon the moſt vile, and moſt in- 
triguing of men; a wretch whom it was im- 
poſſible for any other to rival in point of baſeneſs, 
unleſs it was his own confident, Bonnecarrere ! 


The only anſwer given by Dumourier to theſe 
approbrious aſſertions, was by the diſtribution of 
the following advertiſement throughout Paris. 


Advice to the Public, in reſpect to a certain 
Claſs of Intriguers, already ſiiſpected, but 
obo in a few days ſhall be entirely di- 


covered, 


„ Truth will ſoon ſhatch from them the 
maſk of patriotifm, which they, make uſe of in 
order to cover their plots and intrigues. It 1s 
now firmly reſolved to expoſe their names to the 
public, and to plunge them into the /lough of 


ſcorn with which they are already ſurrounded ;” 


&c. &c. 


How great muſt have been the general aſto- 
niſhment at ſeeing Dumourier and his friends 
at daggers drawing with each other! 


As for my own part, I have ſome reaſon to 
believe, that a diſpute about the diviſion of 
5,400,000 


1 
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5, 400, oo livres, ſtill remaining out of the ſum 
of 6,009,000 which were allowed the Miniſter 
of Foreign Affairs, by way of ſecret ſervice 
money, alone occaſioned the preſent quarrel | 
But the two parties, being equally intereſted in 
making peace and adjuſting their differences on 
amicable terms, at length began to forget their 
animoſities. Thoſe who were the loudeſt in 
their complaints were recompenſed for their 
filence by means of aſſignats; the glaſs was cir- 
culated ; a few bumpers were drunk to the health 


of the nation; and peace once more was included 
between the belligerent powers. 


Dumourier, at length, reſigns his ſituation as 
Miniſter of Foreign Affairs, in order to preſide 
over the war department; and Roland, now in 
diſgrace, wri:es a letter to the King, of which 
the following 1s the firſt paragraph : | 


«© The Revolution is concluded in the minds 
of the citizens; it is no longer time to tem- 
poriſe; it will be ended by blood, &c. &c. 
After having remonſtrated with his Majeſty, 
in this ſtyle, he inſiſts on the neceſſity of aſ- 
ſembling 20, ooo ruffians around Paris, and 
alſo on the King's immediate compliance with 
HO f G 2 . the 
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the decree for the protection of the Pricit- 
hood. 


The new Miniſter at War ſupported this hor- 
rible demand ; and even informed his Sovereign, 
that if he delayed his aſſent to it, he would give 
in his reſignation. The Monarch, who for a 
long time paſt had drunk deep of the cup of bil- 
terneſs, took him at his word, and nominated 


M. Lajarre, Adjutant General of the National 
Pariſian Guards, his ſucceſſor. 


Behold our hero once more deprived of his 
employments, and thrown upon the wide world! 


But it would be improper here to forget, 
that it was neceſſary he ſhould be revenged on 
Rochambeau and La Fayette, who had com- 
plained of him on a former occaſion. Certain 
of the favour and protection of the Jacobins, 
he therefore ſets out for the army, having been 
previouſly appointed to the poſt of Marechal de 
Camp of a diviſion of troops, * determined to 
drive both of them from the high ſituations 
which they at that time occupied, 


He 
* Marichal de Camp diviſionnaire. 
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He appoints as his Aides-de-Camp, two young 
women of the name of Ferning, of Maul de. 


No ſooner did he arrive at the place of his 
deſtination, than he diſobeyed the orders of his 
Generals. Rochambeau, Conſtitutional Marechal 


of France, reſigns, and La Fayette betakes himſelf 
to flight. 


Arthur Dillon, on this occaſion, ſends him a 
letter, commanding him to make his troops take 


an oath to ſpend the laſt drop of their blood, in 
order to maintain the Conſtitution. The anſwer 


of Dumourier may be ſeen in the following 
letter: 


| ce I am quite mortified, my dear General, that 


| you ſhould have iſſued ſuch an imprudent order; 
Y and I ſhall be very careful not to execute it in 
| the camp of Maulde. 


© You ought to have waited for further infor- 


Commiſſioners, and not have tranſmitted a decla- 
ration which is a crime againſt the ſovereignty of 
the nation, | 


& I have 
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e have not time, at preſent, to communicate 
my motives; but I hope that, after reflecting on 
what I have ſaid, you will be happy at my non- 
compliance with your orders, and that you will 
even be careful to deſtroy in your army, the bad 
impreſſion which this ill- timed command may have 
given riſe to. I will tell you the whole truth, 
as a friend, if you poſſeſs a degree of patriotiſm, 
that cannot be diſmayed.“ 

. © DUMOURIER,” 


On the arrival of the Commiſſioners, Arthur 
Dillon, inſtead of commanding, found himſelf 
under the orders of an inferior officer. Luckner, 
a Marechal of France, of the new creation, 
reunited himſelf to, but ſoon encountered the 
diſpleaſure of Dumourier. That old man, after 
acting the part of a dotard, was recalled. ; 


Qur hero at length beheld himſelf General and 


Commander in Chief of the French army, in the 
plains of Champagne! 


I will not fatigue the reader with a tiſſue of 
abſurdities which every body is acquainted with. 
| | I recite 


' ® [inſurreftion oft le plus ſaint des dewoirs, © Inſurrection 
is tne moſt ſacred of all duties. La Fayette. 
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I recite facts. J have ſeen Dumourier at the head 
of 100, o men, with his army, enjoying abun- 
dance at Iſlets, and occupying an A 
poſition there. 


I ſerved in the advanced guard of the army 
of the Princes, under the orders of the King of 
Pruſſia, The troops. of that monarch were 
fatigued by a long and difficult 3 Journey ; and in 


addition to this, they found themſelves exhauſted 
by a contagious malady. 


Having learned that Cuſtine was on his march 
towards Mayence, and that Biron had taken the 
ſame road, in order to cut off his retreat, the 
nephew and ſucceſſor of the great Frederic ſhifted 
his camp, on purpoſe to occupy à more advanta- 
geous ſituation. He arreſted the progreſs of the 
victorious Cuſtine, to whom the city of Mayence 
had already opened its gates; and retook the 
city of Frankfort, of which the French had 
already made tuemſelves maſters. 


This is what Dumourier terms a flight, a total 
rout, a defeat of the tyrants ! 


If he had loved the King and the Conſtitution, 
as he pretends at this day, then was the moment 
when 
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when he ought to have diſcloſed his affection, as 


the Aſſembly, immediately after having pro- 


nounced: the abolition of royalty, threw his 


Majeſty and his auguſt family into the dungeons | 
of the Temple. The following letter ſent by 
him to the King of Pruſſia, does not ſpeak 


greatly in his favour : 


« The French Nation has unalterably fixed its 
deſtiny. The National Aſſembly, by a ſponta- 


neous motion which has. been equally felr 


throughout all parts of the empire, has decreed 


the abolition of royalty. This decree has been 
received every where with tranſports of joy; indeed 
it was expected with the utmoſt impatience. 


Every citizen appears actuated by one common 
energy; and it is now become impoſlible to 
reduce the Nation to ſuch a condition, as to utter 
a wiſh for the elevation of that throne which has 
been ſubverted by the crimes of its poſſeſſors. 


ce It is neceſſary therefore that France ſhould 
be conſidered as a republic ; and other nations 
muſt either prepare to fight, or to acknowledg 
=: | 
5 « The 
It is difficult to be believed, that a man of abilities like 


Dumourier ſhould loſe ſight of this principle ſo far as to ſay 
ta 
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« The rebels are thoſe mad nobles, who, 
after having ſo long oppreſſed the people, in the 
name of the monarch, whoſe' throne they have 
ſhaken, achieved the diſgrace of Louis XVI. by: 


taking up arms againſt their own country; by 


deafening all Europe with their lies and their 


calumnies, and by aſſiſting with their counſels 
(equally guilty and ridiculous) the moſt dan- 
gerous enemies of Louis XVI, and of their 


native country. I myſelf have heard Louis 


XVI. groan at the idea of their crimes, and their 
chimeras. 


te beſeech the King of Pruſſia, and his army, 
to ſit in judgment on theſe dangerous rebels. 
Are they deſpiſed or eſteemed ? I do not demand 


the anſwer to this queſtion ; I know it already. 


Notwithſtanding this, theſe very men have 


been tolerated in the Pruſſian army, and it is 
they who, with a handful of Auſtrians equally 
barbarous as themſelves, have formed its advanced 


guard. 


<« In reſpect to theſe Auſtrians, the intrigues 
of the Cabinet of Vienna are perpetually multi- 


H | plying 


to the Commiſſary Nubyiſſop, at Terps cc The new Conſti- 


tution 1s curſed flat; we muſt have the old one, bad as it is, 
with a King at its head; for a King is abſolutely neceſſary. 
It hguifies but little, whether he is called Louis, or Jacob!“ 
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plying, on . to deceive the nation in reſpect 
to its proper intereſt, to deceive an unfor- 
tunate and miſadviſed king, and to render him 


petjured. 


© It is to the Court of Vienna, that Louis 
XVI. is endebted for his fall from the throne. 
This Court, whoſe policy is too ſubtle to evince 
a frank and courageous mode of action, has 
deſcribed the French as monſters ; while itſelf 
employs the guilty Emigrants, pays agitators 
and conſpirators, and adopts the baſeſt means 
12 order to perpetuate the moſt frightful diſorder. 


b This Court proves more formidable to its 
Allies, than to 1ts enemies, 


e Such a total change of all political princi- 
ples cannot be of long duration. I declare that, 
or. this occaſion, it is impoſſible to conſider the 
King of Pruſſia in any other light than as the in- 
ſtrument of the perfidy and the vengeance of the 
Auſtrians and the Emigrants.“ PE 


The French have aboliſhed royalty, becauſe, 
ever ſince the days of the immortal Henry IV, 


they 


The corqueror of Jemappe has lately changed his lan- 


guage. It muſt be allowed, that fear produces every extraor- 
dinary effects. 


N DUMOURIER UNMASKED; 59 


they have never ceaſed to be governed either by 
weak, or by overbearing, or by baſe and cow- 
ardly Kings, whoſe conduct has been regulated 
by inſolent or ignorant miniſters, by deſpicable or 
venal courtiers, who have afflicted the moſt 
charming empire in the univerſe with all poſſible 


calamities. 


Je it poſſible, that the King of Pruffla, in 
expreſs oppoſition to all the rules of true policy, 
eternal juſtice and humanity, ſhould conſent to 
carry the wiſhes of the perfidious Court of 
Vienna into.execution, and ſacrifice his brave 
troops and his treaſure, to the ambition of that 
power ? 3 


« The King of Pruſſia might act the greateſt 
part at this moment, which was ever played by a 
King. 


« He alone has been ſucceſsful ; he has taken 
two cities; but he owes this advantage to cow- 
ardice and treaſon, 
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« The army which now ſtops his march, 
encreaſes daily; it is animated with but one ſoul 
it is purged of traitors and of cowards, who 
might have made the world belieye, that the 


conqueſt of France is eaſy. 
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« In a ſhort time, inſtead of acting on the de- 
fenſive, it will become the aſſailant in its turn, 
unleſs a reaſonable negociation ſhould produce a 
diſtinction between the King of Pruſſia and his 
army, whom we eſteem, and the Auſtrians and 
the Emigrants, whom we deſpiſe. 


c The heart of a humane and juſt King ought 
to whiſper to him, that inſtead of protecting 
Louis XVI. and his family by his arms, the 
longer he. remains the enemy of France, the 
longer will he aggravate their calamities®*. 


« ] ſincerely hope, that the King, whoſe virtues 
I reſpe&, and who has honoured me with marks 
of his eſteem, will be pleaſed to read with atten= 
tion this note, which 1s dictated by humanity, 
and the love of my country, He will pardon 
the rapidity of the compoſition, which contains 
theſe truths, as it is the production of an old 
ſoldier, who is continually occupied about the 
completion of military operations, which are to 
decide the fate of the preſent war. 
| «© DUMOURIER, 
« General and Commander in Chief 
« of the Northern Army.” 
| It 


„This phraſe alone ſerves to demonſtrate, that Dumourier 
was the accomplice of thoſe /uferings endured by his 
Sovereign, 1 8 
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Is it not a little extraordinary to behold the 
hero of Jemappe, now driven from one country 
to another like a vagabond, and unable to find 
an aſylum any where but among thoſe very 
Auſtrians whom he had fo bafely calumniated®*! 


The Convention being convoked, Dumou- 
rier was one of the very firſt to give a death- 
wound to the Conſtitution of 1789. On this 
occaſion, he charged Weſtermann, his Aide de- 
Camp, to felicitate the new deputies in his 
name, and to render them an account of dif- 
ferent objects relative to foreign Powers. 


On the very ſame day, Louvet made a motion 
in the Aſſembly to decree “ that the nation 
carried on war againſt deſpots and tyrants, and 
not againſt the people.” 
| Danton, the Miniſter of Juſtice,sand the in- 
timate friend of Dumourier, propoſed to pro- 
hibit nations from giving themſelves Kings.— 


He 


* 


It is neceſſary to repeat one circumſtance alone, in 
order to inſpire every good heart with horror, and that is, the 
triumphant manner in which he informed the Aſſembly, that 
a woman, through pure patriotiſm, had poiſoned 400 Auſtrian 


ſoldiers, by means of deleterious ingredients, which ſhe had 
infuſed into a barrel of wine 


62 DUMOURIER UNMASKED. 


He added, © that it was neceſſary to deſtroy all 
the Kings of Europe; that · one only was ſuffi- 
Cient to endanger their liberty; and that a Com- 
mittee ſhould be nominated, in order to excite a 
general inſurrection among all nations againſt 


their — 


I he retreat of the King of Pruſſia being at 
length certain, Domo entruſted the com- 
mand to Kellerman, and, without waiting for 
permiſſion, arrived at Paris. The moment it was 
announced to the Convention, that he was about 
to make his appearance at the bar, repeated 
plaudits ſnook the roof of the hall. When he was 
1 een he ſpoke as follows : 


% Liberty, guided by Philoſophy, is hs 
umphant. 


0 Freedom ſhall enlighten all nations, and 
ſit upon all thrones. This ſhall be the laſt 
war! 1 


e Deſpots are the ſole victims of the efforts 
of freemen. a 
de The army ſerving under my orders, 

have neither been affrighted by the ſucceſs, or 


the barbarity of $0,000 of the ſatellites of 
Kings. 1 


«© The Foreſt of Argone has reſembled the 
Straits of Thermopylæ in reſpect to us; but, 
more fortunate than the Spartans, we have been 
victorious, and in that ſpot have ſlaves found 
their graves ! 


«© Notwithſtanding the efforts of the moſt. 
ferocious enemies, we have occupied an inex- 
puenable camp. They wiſhed to attack ir; but 


this attack would have afforded a compte 
victory to us. 


ce The ſcene of action is a country barren in 
reſpect to its ſoil, and deſtitute of water. The 
Germans will never forget it! 


* May the blood ſhed by them there, one day 


fertilize that uncultivated waſte ! 


<« Full 80,000 ſtrong, they have fallen a prey 
to famine and to fatigue! 


ec This army, diminiſhed to one half its 


original number, has been forced to betake 
itſelf to flight,” &c. &c. 


At 
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At the conclufion of this diſcourſe, Dumou- 
rier, full of his own viſionary triumphs, aban- 
doned himſelf to an exceſs of joy. 


In the mean time, Louis XVI. confined along 
with his family within the priſon « of the Temple, 
148 in filence, 


If this pretended conqueror had really loved 
his King, and had not ſworn his death, was he 
not now in a ſituation to ſpeak 1 in his favour? 


His vanity being ſatisfled, he ſet out from 
the capital, and arrived at Valenciennes, where 
he placed himſelf at the head of an army of 
140,000 men, and a formidable train of artillery, 
on purpoſe to attack the Auſtrians, who did not 
exceed 22,0T0., 


The victory is diſpured during three whole 
days. 


The dead bodies of 14,000 of his ſoldiers 
cover the plain, and fill the ditches of the 
enemy's redoubts! 


This victory is praiſed by him to the ſkies. — 
He now aſſembles his troops, and exclaims, 
cc LES 


tt Let us purſue theſe cruel Auſtrians, and theſe 


baſe Emigrants, who carried fire and [word } into 


qo» 


our departments ! 


Our mock hero, ſuppoſing that the multitude 


permit themſelves to be ſeduced by miracles, as 


eaſily as by oaths, was determined to convert his 


Valet-de-Chambre, the ci-devant lacquey of a 
very amiable and beautiful young lady of my 
acquaintance, into a General. 


Baptiſte, at this day, a military man of ex- 
troardinary talents, was diſmiſſed, for certain 
good and ſufficient reaſons, from the houſe of 
my moſt intimate friend. Soon after this, he 
entered into the ſervice of Dumourier, and I ſaw 
him the very next day, with the port-folio con- 
taining the Miniſter's diſpatches. 


At the battle of Jemappe, four thouſand 
Frenchmen having run away, Baptiſte makes 
his appearance, with the nightcap of the in- 
corruptible hero in his pocket; and the ſoldiers, 
at the ſound of his voice, reſume their courage, 
return with freſh ardour to the combat, and 
the battle is thus gained ! | 


I | I am 
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am ignorant at what ſchool Baptifte could 
have imbibed his military knowledge; for 1 
imagined, that all his talents had been confined 
to the anti-chamber, and that he had been but 
little fitted either by nature or education to fix 
victory, and to decide the fate of empires! 
This, moſt aſſuredly, borders upon the marvel- 
lous ; but, at the preſent day, we ought not to be 
aſtoniſhed ar any thing. 


IT muſt confeſs, however, that at any other 
period, I ſhould have no more expected to have 
ſeen Dumourier, formerly a Spy in Poland, 
become General and Commander in Chief of 
the French armies, than to behold Baptiſte, 
once a Scullion“, acting as his Aide: de-Camp, 


with 


* The hiſtory of Baptiſte i 1s pleaſant —_——_ and at this 
moment may be mtereſting. 


He was born in a village two leagues diſtant from Pont. au. 
de-Mer. 


Madame Dumourier took him into her ſervice at eleven 
years of age, as an Aſſiſtant to her Cook; he arrived in a ſhort 
time after to the rank of Groom. 

M. Dumourie-, who found him a clever lad, firſt made 
him his Lacquey, in 1787, and afterwards Maitre d Höôtel. 

Great men often experience diſgrace; and the famous 
Baptiſte was not exempted from this calamity. Madame 
Dumourier happened one day to diſcover, that the probity 


of 
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with the two. Mademoiſclles de Ferning ! than 

to ſee Bonnecarrere, the Gambler, become 
Director of Foreign Affairs; the dancing Chau- 

velin, Ambaſſador at the Court of St. James's; ' 

the intriguing De Maulde, Miniſter Plenipoten- 

tiary at the Hague; and Louis XVI. the moſk =+ 
virtuous of mortals, periſh upon a public ſcaf- 

fold, by the hands of an Executioner. 


Ic is difficult to conceive, to what an aſtoniſh- 
ing degree Dumourier was blinded by his 
| 5 vanity. 


of the new Steward was not altogether fo flrit as ſhe could 
have wifhed ; for he was accuſtomed to charge every article 
in his bills, double what it originally coſt him. Trifling 
things lead to great events; and a ſurcharge on a pair of 
Aambeaus, actually produced the diſmiſſion of Baptiſte, who 
was ſent away without a character. | 
He remained ſeveral days at Cherbourg, hoping to be able 
to ſoften his maſter ; but Dumourier proved inexorable, and 
gave him notice, that if he did not leave that place imme- 
diately, he would conſign him to the care of the Mar#chauſ/7e. 
On this, Baptiſte decamped; but, in virtue of the equality 
and patriotiſm inſtilled by the Revolution, the incomparable 
Dumourier once more took the honeſt Baptiſte into his ſer- 
vice, in the month of April, 1792, called him an excellent 
young man, full of honour and courage, attributed to him 
the ſucceſs of his army, and aRually terms him, at this 
moment, his worthy friend, 
The reader muſt allow, that it is but fair to laugh at the 


blindneſs of the panegyriſt of the Hero of Jemappe, and of 
| his very virtuous Aide de Camp. 


Abe. 
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vanity. Even ſince his flight, while paſſing 
through Bruſſels, he has been heard to ſay; 
«© The Auſtrian ſoldiery are moſt excellent; did 
I but command them, I would give the law to 
all Europe! Clairfayt, indeed, poſſeſſes ſome 


ralents ; but he is not a match for me !” 


Madman as he 1s! does he not know, that it 
is no more poſſible for him to juſtify himſelf, 
than to diminiſh the glory with which the Auſ- 
trian Generals have irradiated their brows ? 
Where is the military man who would not have 
preferred the ſkilful retreat conducted be General 
Clairfayr, after the battle of Jemappe, to many 
victories, when it is recollected, that with 15,000 
men he withſtood an innumerable army; and 
that he waited boldly, on the brink of a rivulet, 
for ſuch a famous general as Dumourier, at the 
head of 118,0c0 men? The ſoldier who remains 
firmly attached to his Sovereign, will never loſe 
his courage ! 


On the 15th of December, the trial of the 
King commenced. 


In the mean time, Dumourier repaired to the 
theatre at Bruſſels, and received a crown of 
laurels from the hands of Dufreſnoy, the adreſs, 


' whom 
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whom he embraced in a tranſport of enthuſiaſm 
On that ſame day, he had eauſed the tree of 


liberty to be planted, and danced the carmagnole, 
with his loldiers; mT 3 7-1A» 


- 
, 2 * 


On his arrival at Liege, he received a civic 
crown from the hand of an Engliſh lady.“ 
From that city, he writes an energetic letter 
to the Convention—not in favour: of the King, 
or his family, but in order to complain that 
they had not done juſtice to the Commiſſary 
Malus, and the Abbẽ Eſpagnac, both contrac- 
tors for the army, and his moſt intimate friends. 
He even obſerved, that the abſence of Malus 
alone was more fatal than the loſs of a battle! 


On the 7th of January, at the very moment 
when the Convention was furious in the proſecu- 


tion of Louis XVI. he addreſſed the bn 
letter to them: 


cc CITIZEN PRESIDENT, 
s« demand permiſſion to repair to Paris 1 
ſolicit it in the name of our country in danger; 
in order to point out the proper means for mul- 


tiplying 
Lady Wallace. 
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tiplying the troops, in proportion to the aug · 
mentation of our enemies. 
x „ All Europe is arabika againſt us. We 
have already cut off ſome of the hydra heads 
of deſpotiſm : other heads preſent themſelves ; and 
we Hall either cut them off alja, or periſh, the 
worthy children of liberty. 


ct Tn conſequence of my ſervices, I have ac- 
guired the right of telling you the truth. 


« | with to ſerve the Republic, which has 
never been in more danger than at the preſent 
moment. On this occaſion, I make the offer of 
my labours, my experience, and my life. 

wc Dunovaies.” 


This ſtyle does not ſurely belong to a man 
who wiſhed to oppoſe himſelt to the King's 
ſentence, and who was intereſted in the ſatety of 
that unfortunate Monarch. 


On the 18th, Dumourier returned from Paris. 


He inſtantly aſſembled his troops under arms 
in the principal ſquare of Bruſſels, and ordered 
the decree of the Convention to be read, which 

con- 


8 


5 fas 
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condemned every ſoldier to death who ſhould 
ſpeak againſt the Republic, or demand the re- 
eſtabliſhment of royalty. He himſelf was the firſt 
to cry out, © Long live the Convention ef and 


to {wear the deu of tyrants. 


After this, he e the letters addreſſed 
to the army; and ſtopped the couriers from 


Paris, that his troops might not be informed of 


the horrible crime, “ until it had been conſume 
mated. 


1 XVI. is condemned to death. On the 


21ſt of January, his age head falls, upon the 
ſcaffold. 


On receiving this intelligence, the troops of 
the line teſtified their afflition, and the national 


gvards their joy. In order to prevent the deſer- 


tion of the firſt}, it was inſinuated to them, that 

oy themſelves were guilty of the crime which 
they had not prevented; and that the enemy 

hereafter would not give them any quarter. 


If Dumourier is not the principal author of 
the death of Louis XVI. he, in my opinion, has 
rendered himſelf highly criminal by his cod 
towards him. 


On 


* 'The execution of Louts $2 
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On the 29th of January, the Generaliſſimo 
arrived at Oſtend, with the ſame calmneſs and 
tranquillity. depicted on his countenance, as at 
any former period; and he there occupied his 
mind about an affair of ſuch importance, that the 
fate of ſeveral Cabinets in Europe depended upon 
the event. 


The plan having been agreed upon, he adopted 
it, as being moſt ſuitable to his own intereſts and 
thoſe of Philip of Orleans. He even announced, 
that he had propoſed a conference at Antwerp, 
with Lord Auckland, Ambaſſador from En gland, 
at the Hague, and the Grand Penſionary of 
Holland. 


He, however, concealed this buſineſs from 
the National Aſſembly, and endeavoured to gain 
time, in order to eſtabliſh a correſpondence ; but 
the Convention ordered an embargo to be laid 
on all the Engliſh and Dutch veſſels in France, 
on the very day fixed for the conference, which 
obliged Dumourier to precipitate his meaſures. 


A particular circumſtance made me acquainted 
with his intentions, ſo early as the 17th of Fe- 
bruary. 


- 


I care- 


1 
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1 carefully examined his letter to the C Dnven- 
tion, his addreſſes to the army, his proteſfations 
of patriotiſm and Feachment to the Republte. i 
As I had long known the man, I did not in the 


leaſt doubt but that the exploſion was about to 
take place, 


I bees to * hind Nimegtbyj on 
the 1ſt of March ;. at the very moment when all 
Holland was affrighted at the capture of Breda, 
1 aſſerted, I even laid a bet, in the preſence of 
the Princeſs de- Montmorenci-Robec, and the 
Archbiſhop of Lyons, and a numerous and re- 
ſpectable aſſembly, that, before the iſt of May, 
Dumourier would actually be obliged to run 
away, in order to withdraw himſelf from the fury 
of his troops, and the yengeance of the Conven- 
tion; nay, I added, that previous to this epoch 
Brabant would be evacuated, 

The firmneſs with which I ſpoke, at the very” 
moment when appearances ſeemed to be in direct 


oppoſition o my opinions, aſtoniſhed the ſpec= 
tators. 


It ſo happened, however, on that very day, 
that M. de Clairfayt beat Dampierre's army at 
Aldenoye ; and that, no leſs than five months 

K | before 
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before the epoch indicated by me, I gained my 
wager. 


Fi * 
"Pp 


On the 16th of February, Dumourier having 
entered the territories of Holland, addreſſed a 
proclamation to the Batavians, which is too 
Curious for me to paſs over in ſilence. 


Proclamation on the part of Dumourier, 


C ommander in C bief of the Army of the 
French Republic, to the Dutch Nation, 


cc BATAVIAN PEOPLE, 
« The Stadtholder, who u pon Republican prin- 
eiples ought to be bot your Captain General, 


and who ſhould exerciſe that office only for your 


happineſs, and the powers with which you have 
inveſted him, in ſubordination to the will and 
deciſions of the Republic, holds you in oppreſ- 
ſion and ſlavery. 


* You perfectly underſtand your rights. You 
attempted, in 1-87, to reconquer them from the 
ambitious Houſe of Orange. Tou had then 


recourſe to the French Nation—but as at that 


tine France groaned under the deſpotiſm of a 
perfidious Court, you became the ſport of the 


ntriguing miſcreants who then governed it. 
. hand- 
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A handful of Pruſſians, commamded by 
that ſame Duke of Brunſwick whom I have 
ſince chaſed from Champagne, ſufficed to re- 
place the yoke upon you. 


« Some of you have fallen victims to the veri« 
geance of your deſpot,— 


er Some have ſought for refuge in France. 


e Since then every hope of Liberty was 
annihilated, until a Revolution, the moſt 
aſtoniſhing which the hiſtory of the univerſe 
ever preſented, ſuſtained by ſucceſs the moſt 
glorious, has given to you in the French, allies 
2t once powerful, generous, and free, who will 
ſecond your efforts for liberty, or who will periſh 
with you. 


de Batavians! it is not againſt you that the 
French Republic has declared war—the friend 
of all nations, ſhe has for enemies only deſpots. 
The Engliſh, ſo proud of their liberty, ſuffer 
themſelves to be miſled by gold, and the falſe- 
hodds of a =——=, of whom they will ſoon be 
| weary, The more enemies we have, the more 
ſhall we propagate our principles, Perſuaſion 
and victory ſhall ſuſtain the impreſcriptible 
| | K 2 rights 
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rights of man; and nations will be tired of ex · 
hauſting their blood and their treaſures for a 
ſmall number of individuals, who keep diſcord 


alive, as the means of deceiving and enſlaving 
the people. 


« We enter Holland therefore as friends to the | | 
Dutch, but as irreconcileable enemies of the | 
. Houle of Orange. 


« Its yoke appears to you too inſupportable 
for your choice to be doubtful; 


ee See you not that this demi - deſpot, who | 
tyrannizes over you, ſacrifices to his\ perſonal 


intereſt the molt ſolid intereſts 1 the Repub- 
lic ? 


« Did he not, in 1782, engage you to break, | 
with diſhonourable perfidy, the Treaty of Alli- 
ance concluded with us? Since then, has he not 
conſtantly favoured the Engliſh Commerce at 
the expence of yours ? Does he not, at this very 
moment, ſurrender to the perpetual rival, the 
only nation you can. dread, the moſt important 
eſtabliſhments, the Cape of Goed Hope, the Ik 
of Ceylon, nay, the whole of your Commerce 
with the Indies? Think you that the Engliſh, 
inſatiable 


le 


e 
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inſatiable of power and wealth; will ever reſtore 

you thoſe places which ſecure to them the Em- 
pire of India? No; you will never regain your 

rank among the firſt maritime nations, until you 
ſhall have become free; Js. 


45 Send back therefore into Germany that am 


bitious Houſe, which for a century has ſacrificed. 


you to its ambition. Send back that Siſter of 
FREDERICK WILLIAM, who retains at her com- 
mand his ferocious Pruſſians, when you attempt 
to throw off your chains, 


te The calling in of thoſe Pruffiatis is always 
an inſult to the ſtandard of your brave Troops. 


e The Hous of OkAx OE fears, and with rea- 
ſon, that the ſpirit of Liberty will ſubdue it. 


A Republican Army will not long be ſubſur 
vient to tyrants. 


te Soon the Troops of Holland, ſoon the con- 
querors on the Dogger-Bank, will join to the 
French their Armies and their Fleets. 


Ibo The firſt who unite themſelves under the 
ſtandard of Liberty, ſhall receive, not only the 


certainty 
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certainty of thoſe places which they | occupy in 


the ſervice of the Republic; but promotion, and 
that at the expence of the ſlaves of the Hovse of 


ORANGE. 


te I enter among you, ſurrounded by the gene ⸗ 


'rous martyrs of the Revolution of 1787. 


« They form a Committee, which will increaſe 
ſpeedily in number. 


te This Committee will bevery uſeful in the firft 
moments of your Revolution; and all its Mem- 
bers, with no ambition but to be the deliverers 
of their Country, will re-enter the different 
Claſſes of Social Order, whenever your National 
Convention ſhall aſſemble; 


] enter your territories at the head of 60, 0 


Frenchmen, free and victorious. Sixty thouſand 
mote are in Brabant, ready to follow me if I 
meet with reſiſtance. 


« We are by no means the aggreſſors. The 


Orange party has long waged againſt us a ſecret 
and perfidious war. It is at the Hague that all 
the plots have been formed againſt our Liberty 

We ſhall ſeek at the Hague the authors of our 
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woes—Our wrath and our vengeance are only 
for 8 * 

«We will paſs through your rich Provinces 
like Friends and Brothers.—You will ſee the 
difference of proceeding between Freemen, who 
offer you their hands, and of Tyrants, who in- 
undate and devaſtate your country. 


ce promiſe the peaceful huſbandmen, whoſe 
harveſts are ſacrificed to the terror of the Tyrants, 
to indemnify them by the ſale of the poſſeſſions of 
thoſe who 18 ordered the fruitleſs inundations. 


« J promiſe fo to deliver it into their hands and 
to their juſt yengeance, the perſons of thoſe 
wicked Functionaries, Magiſtrates, or Military 
Commanders, who ſhall have ordered theſe in- 
undations. ö 


+ However, to avoid all the ruin they may occa- 
ſion, 1 exhort all the inhabitants of the country, 
by the ſentiments of Liberty they poſſeſs, to 
oppoſe them; and I will cloſely follow up my 


Proclamation, to ſupport the brave, and puniſh 
the wicked, ; 


te Batavians } 
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© Batavians ! have confidence in a man, whoſe 
name is known to you—who has never been 
wanting in what he promiſed, and who is leading 
Freemen to battle—before whom have fled, and 
wil fy, the Pruſſian Satellites of your Tyrant. 


1 The ne call me their deliverer—T 
hope ſpeedily to be yours. 


5 The General i in Chief of the Army of the 
French Republic, 
te DuMouRIER," 


On the 25th of February, 1793, the Governor 
of Breda delivered up that city, in conſequence 
of treaſon; but Dumourier found in William- 
ſtadr, * a Commandant and a garriſon, who proved 
themſelves invincible. N . 


Diſheartened in conſequence of the reſiſtance 
of this place, he attempted to force a paſſage by 
Gorcum ; but the Dutch treops, ſupported by 
numerous batteries, foiled him there alſo, 


On this he bethought himſelf of Moerdyck, 
and made a diſpoſition to croſs the Maeſe, at an 
arm of the ſea called Holland's Diep. He hoped 
to make himſelf maſter of Dodrecht, and then 

intended 


* Licut. General Boetzlaer. 
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intended to march to Rotterdam, here he kept 
up a correſpondence. TY 


» 4 > 
. 2 % . + 


The ſage precautions of Admiral Kinſbergen, 


added to the flat-bottomed veſſels and gun boats 


ſtationed there, alſo ut up this paſſage, which 
was ſtill further ſtrengthened by a detachment of 
1500 men from the brigade of Engliſh guards, 


that had been newly diſernbared. 


The defeat -* Dampierre at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and the raiſing of the ſiege of Maeſtricht, to the 


great ſatisfaction of the inhabitants, obliged Du- 


mourier to fall back, in order to oppoſe himſelf 
ro the rapid ſucceſſes of the Auſtrians, On the 


3th of March, the galleries of the Jacobin Club 
demanded his head, 


His army; although ſuperior in point of num- 
bers, was Cut in pieces at the battle of Neer- 
winde. 


The city of Bruſſels abandoned; the loſs of 
his magazines; the evacuation of the country of 
Liege, of Holland, of Brabant, of Hainhault, 
and of Auſtrian Flanders; occaſioned all his 
mighty projects to evaporate; and the incorrup- 

1 * tible 
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Able bero of Jemappe was * that moment anni 
Helated! 


The French Republic is in danger; the Con- 
vention wiſhes to arreſt the anfortunate hero; the 
guillotine is prepared for, and forces him ta 
to tremble ! 


It was then that he began to awake from his 
dream of glory, and reſolving to march to Paris, 
exclaimed : © The Volunteers are cowards ! 1 
ſhall hunt down the Revolutionary Tribunal; and 
while I can wield a ſword, it ſhall be {06 6h to 
exceſſes of all kinds, 


An odious cabal has calumniated me, by 
acculing me of having appropriated 6,000,000 
of livres to myſelf, which were deſtined for ſecret 
ſervice; whereas it is evident that I never ex- 
pended above 600,000 livres of the money ; 
and Marat, the baſeſt, and moſt raſcally of man- 
kind, and the opprobrium of Frenchmen, has 
been encouraged to calumniate me !” 


I never expefted to have ſeen Dumourier fit 


in judgement upon Marat, who _ been ſo 
larely his friend! 


2 
K. 
* 


* 


Immedi- 
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Tmmediately after this, he orders the Com- 
miſſioners ſent to ſeize him, to be arteſted; he 
impriſons, and loads them with accuſations ;—— 
he would have evene xecuted all their accomplices, 
if this meaſure could have but ſaved himſelf. 


He then ſends theſe hoſtages to the Prince de 
Cobourg, and undertakes to march againſt 
Paris, in order to re-eſtabliſh Royalty in France, 
and diſſolve the Convention. He alſo engages 
to deliver over the principal places on the fron- 
tier to the Combined Army, ſuch as Liſle, Va- 
lenciennes, Conde, Maubeuge, Givet, &c. and 
on his own part, he only inſiſts on two conditions: 
the firſt, that there ſhould be a ſuſpenſion of arms; 
and the ſecond, to which he attached an infinite 
value, that he ſhould be ſheltered from all proſe- 
cution whatever, and have his ſafety, liberty, 
and protection aſſured to him. 


The Marechal de Cobourg, thinking Dumou- 
rier in earneſt, and,imagining that he was treat- 
ing with a convert, acceded to both of theſe 
requiſitions: This, in all human probability, is 
the true motive by which we are to account for 
the liberty which he enjoys at this moment. 


It has often happened, that Dumourier has 
taken contradictory oaths, &c. The Prince de 
„ 0 Cobourg 
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| Cobourg now knows, that whenever a man of 
honour has given his bare word, it is infinitely 
ſuperior to every thing of this kind, as Es 
can make him vary from it? 


Our unfortunate hero ſent Miazenſkj, in order 
to favour his entrance into Valenciennes; but 
his troops refuſe to obey his orders. On this 
he himſelf begins to tremble, and is forced to 
implore 1 the powerful protection of he General 
of the Combined Army. 5 


He accordingly claims the execution of the 
ale guard which had been granted him, and 
ſays, that he is betrayed and calumniated, that 
he wiſhes for a King, and i Is ready to aſſiſt che | 
Emigrants. h | | | 


The Duke of Orleans is arreſted. bY. KT 


Dumourier forget the gratitude which he 

- owed to his benefactor and intimate friend, leſt t 
he ſhould be thought among the number of his 
accomplices, and thus n new dangers. 


The fugitive arrives at t Bruſſels, ſets off for 
Switzerland, and, in paſſing through Francfort, 
publiſhes the 3 declaration: 


e Having 
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oe Having learned that ſore ſuſpicions have 


of a pretended connexion which has been fup- 
poſed to ſubſiſt between me and Philip of Or- 
leans, but too well known under the name of 
Egalitẽ, and being jealous to preſerve that eſteem 
of which I daily receive the moſt honourable 
proofs, I am free to declare, - 
ignorant whether there is ſuch a thing as an Or- 
leans faction in exiſtence ;—that I never had 
any connexion with the Prince ſuppoſed to be 
the chief of it ;——that I have never eſteemed 
him; and chat, ever ſince the fatal moment 
when he trampled on all the ties of blood, and 
oppoſed all the laws of humanity, by baſely voting 
for the death of the unfortunate Louis XVI. on 
whoſe fate he had before pronounced his opinion, 
with an atrocious degree of impudence, 
contempt for him has been converted into a le- 
gitimate a averſion, which leaves me to wiſh for 


nothing fo much as his being delivered up to 
the ſeverity of the laws. 


— 


© In reſpect to bis children, l think them en- 
dowed with as many virtues as he has vices. They 
ſerved their country with great honour, in the 
armies commanded by me, . without ever having 
diſplayed any ambition, | | 


# T haye 


ariſen relative to my intentions, in conſequence 


—That 1 am really | 


— — 
— — 
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< I. have a friendſhip for the eldeſt, founded 
upon well-merited eſteem; and I think I am 
ſure, that far from aſpiring to aſcend the throne 
of France, he would fly to the remoteſt corner 
of the uniyerſe, rather than be forced to it. 


« And declare further, that if, in imitation 
of the crimes of his father, in conſequence of 
the atrocious plans of the Anarchiſts and factious, 
he ſhould ever heſitate between the virtues which 
he has until now diſplayed, and the baſeneſs of 
Profiting by the frightful cataſtrophe which has 
-plunged the ſenſible part of his country, and of 
Europe, into mourning, and that ambition ſhould 
blind him ſo much, as ever to aſpie to the 
crown, I hereby vow an eternal hatred againſt 
him, and ſhall ever-evince the ſame ſcorn for 

him that I now-profeſs-for his father. 

The GENERAL DUMOURIER.” 
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«P.S. Theoriginal of this declaration is in thx 
poſſefſion of Count de Metternich.“ 


It would be eaſy to prove that this declara- 


tion was never delivered to the perſonage here 
alluded to. 


4 : : h VI 
It was indeed poſted up with great profuſion, 


during the night, in the city of Bruſſels. On 
the 
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the next morning, however, it was ſuppreſſed by 

the orders of the Government, and the miniſters 
of juſtice; and it was torn down and disfigured” 
in a manner very mortifying to the author. | 


* 


Our unhappy kero at length arrives on the 
frontiers of Switzerland; but the entrance into 
that country is interdicted to him. 


He then publiſhes an advertiſement, ſtating, 
that he has Juſt received notice, that the French 
Emigrants, tempted by the 300,000. livres pro- 
miſed by che Convention to whoever ſhould kill 
him, were lying in wait on purpoſe to aſſaſſinate 
him in that country, and that, in order to avoid 


this danger, he was under the neceſſity of chan- 
ging his route. 


In ſhort, he ſet off for, and arriving at Stim- 
gard, demands an audience of the Prince de 
Wirtemberg, who inſtantly commands him to 
leave his territories. 


He then repairs to Margentheim in Franconia, 
and gives out that he intends to live in ſolitude, 
being reſolved to occupy his. leiſure hours in 
writing the hiſtory of the campaign. 


This 
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This ſolitude, however, ſoon becomes .irkſome 
to him; for, on the third day after his arrival, he 
takes his departure for Bruſſels, and on his reach- 
ing that city, publiſhes an Addreſs to the French 
People, and a letter to the Convention, both of 
which experienced the lf-ſame fare as his 
former ones. 


 \ Addreſs to the. French People. 


The Prince de Cobourg's Proclamation 
aſſured me of his neutrality during my expedi- 
tion againſt your tyrants; and, if I ſhould be un- 
der the neceſſity of aſking his aſſiſtance, he pro- 
miſed me not to act, but in order to reſtore peace 
and tranquillity in my country, without permitting 
himſelf to make any conqueſt in, or achieve the 
diſmemberment of any part of France. 


te A ſecond proclamation, which a ſuperior 
authority obliged that General to publiſh, has 
forced me to quit his army, after having ſtipu- 
lated honourable conditions for my brethren in 
arms. 


«* am now obliged, therefore, to bewail in 
ſilence the lot of France, not wiſhing to employ 
my talents in the diſmemberment of it. 


« Being 
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— 


« Being incapable of | injuring my country, I 
ſhall no longer uſe any thing but my pen, in 
combating | the Jacobins and Anarchiſts. 


* H aving received an aſylum from a generous 
people, who eſteem virtue, and deign to watch 
over my life, J hope to be able to preſerve my 


phyſical exiſtence long enough to kill them mo- 
rally. This is. the beſt ſervice which I can ren- 
der to my country, the greater part of which * 
know to be tired of the metaphyſical exagge- 
rations of ſome, the hideous plots of others, and 
the atrocious crimes of all. : 


Their laſt decree, which invites all the Emi- 
grants to murder me, and holds out a recompence 
of 100,000 crowns, and the aſſurance of repoſ- 
ſeſſing their property, and reſuming their rank 
in that ferocious ſociety, is no leſs than a refine- 
ment in villainy. 1M 


«© They have had the baſeneſs to imagine, that 
they would find aſſaſſins among the Emigrants, 
without reflecting that men who have ſacrificed 
their exiſtence to the delicacy of their prejudices, 
are incapable of ever ſullying their lives by @ 
crime. 
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France, without alluding to that of foreign 


te It is with the money of the good people of 


Courts, that the Diſorganiſers keep up, and the 
Anarchiſts perpetuate their odious tyranny ; and 
this will continue, as long as the nation will 
not open its eyes, in order to cruſh its vile 
tyrants. 


«© The robbers in the Convention accuſe me 
of having cauſed the military cheſt to be ſeized, 


in order to appropriate to myſelf the money of the 


nation, while their own records teſtify the contrary. 


« In the midſt of their innumerable atrocities, 
we behold an account of the moſt ridiculous 
triumphs; and among others, that of the ad- 
miſſion of the hree- coloured flag into a port be- 
longing to one of the petty kings, or rather 
chieftains, of Madagaſcar, who, for an ell of 
ſcarlet, or a caſk of brandy, would trample it 
under his feet ! 


« The members of the Convention addreſs 
each other in the language of ruffians, and appear 
always armed with ſwords and piſtols, 


« Marat now treats his brethren like ſo many 
fools and ideots; and now he deteſts, he deſpiſes, 
or he proſcribes them. 


e Roberſpierre 


1 


Ny 
1 
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© Roberſpierre prepares a conſpiracy againſt. 
his adverſaries and me, while Vergniaud arran- 
ges a plan againſt me and the Orleans faction; 


to which, by way of refutation, I ſhall only op- 
poſe my declaration, dated at Francfort “. 


ce J was ſo well perſuaded that the cataſtrophe 
of the unfortunate Louis XVI. would lead to theſe 
frightful conſequences, that the principal object 
of my journey to Paris in the month of Janu- 


ary, was to ſave his life. 


« Among the Deputies to whom I diſcloſed 
myſelf, I neither found mercy nor good faith, 


e I even attempted to convert ſome of the 
fierceſt Jacobins. 


e ] repreſented to them the greatneſs of the 
danger, and the inutility of the crime. After 


feveral fruitleſs attempts, which only ſerved to 
compromiſe my own ſafety, I was obliged to 
fly into the country, to withdraw my reſignation, 


which I had formally given in, and to ſave myſelf, 
with the army. | 


M 2 « The 


* Sec page 85. 
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« The French nation ſtill poſſeſs great virtues. 
May God forbid. that I ſhould confound them 
with this horde of ruffians who diſgrace them! 

2 The GENERAL DUMOURIER.” 


My ſole reply to theſe will be, to deſire the 
Reader once more to peruſe the letter which this 
ſame man wrote to the Conyention on the 7th 
of J anuary, in order to obtain leave of abſence 
from the army *. 5 


Being invited by his own intereſt, and the en- 
treaties "of his friends, to repair to London, he 
demanded a paſsport, which was granted to him, 
and arrived at Dover, where he produced a ſe- 
cond, in which he was deſignated under the 
name of Peralta, an Italian merchant. 


The City of London being at length poſſeſſed 
of the incorruptible hero, he tranſmits a letter to 
Lord Grenville, which exhibits a very ſtriking 
contraſt with the note to the King of Pruſſia, the 


adreſs to the Batavians, &c. 


We ſhall here tranſcribe both the letter, and 
the anſwer which was given to it. 


Copy 


* See Page 69, 
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Go y of a Letter Pan Dumourier 10 - 
Grenville. 


Saturday, June 15, 1793. 
« My Lord, 


ec J have employed Mr. La Coſta, a merchant 


of. Bruſſels, to deliver to your Excellency this 


letter, with two paſsports from the Archduke 


Charles, the one under the name. of Charles Pe- 
ralta, the other under that of Dumourier. 


te In travelling through Germany I found 


great inconvenience, from not having taken this 


precaution. M. de Metternich and M. de 


Mercy adviſed that I ſhould aſſume an Italian 
name, | 


My intention is not to ſtay in London, being 
too well known to find that ſituation agreeable, 
I ſhall take a houſe at a diſtance from it, where 
I can remain, and wait the end of the troubles 
of my unfortunate country. | 


« If the ableſt ſtateſinen ; in Europe, Mr. Pitt 
and your Lordihip, agree to this plan, ſo neceſ- 
lary for my ſafety and repoſe, I ſhall remain in 
the greateſt privacy. 


cc My 
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ce My Lord Auckland will acquaint your Ex- 
cellency of what the Chevalier de Maulde com- 
municated to him during our negociation. 


& Lord Gower, alſo, will give you an account 
of my conduct towards England, when I was 
Miniſter. But it is not on account of theſe 
claims that I now throw myſelf on the generoſity 
of the Engliſh nation, 


«© Your Lordſhip will ſee, that neceſſity made 
me change my name, in coming to ſeek an aſy- 
lum in England. I reſpect your laws; and the 
fiction was only local. 


< have haſtened to repair it, by this declara- 
tion of who I am. | 


ce If my requeſt is complied with, I ſhall ſub- 
mit to whatever the prudence of the Miniſter 
ſhall require; and 
6 I have the honour to be, 
« My Lord, 
« Your Lordſhip's 
«© Moſt obedient, and 
«© Moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) « DUMOURIER,” 
The Right Hon. Lord Grenwille, 
one of his Majeſiy's Principal 
| Secretaries of State, Wc, 


Lord 


4 
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Lord Grenvillès Anſwer to M. Dumourier. 
- | 


WWhiteball, June 16, 1793- 
cc J received, Sir, the letter you did me the 
honour to addreſs me, this morning. 


« Tt is the Miniſter for the Home Depart- 
ment that takes his Majeſty's orders relative to 
the reſidence of ſtrangers in this kingdom ; bur 
ſince it is to me that you have applied, I cannot 
do otherwiſe than acknowledge the receipt of 


your letter, and return an anſwer to its de- 
mand. | 


« Your remaining in England will be at- 
tended with ſo many inconveniences, that it is 
impoſſible for the Government of this country 
to permit it. 


« can only regret, that you did not get in- 
formation on this ſubject before you came to 


England. 


« Tf your requeſt had been made known to 


me before you undertook the journey, I ſhould, 
without reſerve, have aſſured you, that it would 
prove a fruitleſs one. 


we 
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& It remains for me to ſay, that I truſt you 
will conform, without delay, to the deciſion I am 
under the neceſſity of communicating to you 
by this letter. 

© J have the honour to be, 
« Sir, 
& Your very humble, 
«© And moſt obedient, &c. 
(Signed) c GRENVILLE,” 
To M. Dumourier. 


Dumourier ſet out ſoon after he had received 
this letter. | | 


He had employed the four days that he ſpent 


in London, in buſineſs ; and the nights, in plea- 
ſure, 


On the 20th of June, I landed at Dover ; 
and how great was my ſurpriſe, ſoon after, to 
learn, that I actually had taken up my abode 
in the ſelf-ſame houſe as the incorruptible hero! 


Mr. Maries, the landlord, informed me, that 
Dumourier expected ſpeedily to re-enter France; 
and that he had deferred his embarkation, merely 
becauſe he was waiting for news from London, 


as 


N. 
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as the nnn according to appearancgs, 2 
would ſoon have. occaſion for his ſervices, and 


conſequently revoke the order for his depar- 5 
ture. 


He informed me alſo, that Dumouriet. would 
not ſtir from his apartment, as he was afraid of 
being inſulted and ill- treated by the emigrants. 


I begged Mr. Maries, © to aſſure him, in the 
name of all the French erhigrants; that ſubjects 
who remained faithful to their King, could not 
act as mercenary aſſaſſins; that they deſpiſed 
ingratitude; and had too noble and too elevated 


ſouls, to ſtain their hands with che ban of a 
conſpirator ! PP en 


I departed for London, and Dumourier con- 
inen his Journey: 


On | difixobirking at Oſtend, he was in ſome 
danger; and he more than once was heard to 


exclaim: * O terrible Jacobins ! O too ungrate- 
ful country !” | 


But a ſhort time ſince, it would have been 
neceflary to have raiſed our heads, in order to 
N con- 


v3 


43.2 
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Satenip lie the int tor ruptible 'bero : we are now 
obliged to lower chem, in order to look down 


upon him! | 


Ir the character of this man is extraordinary, 
his perſon is not deſtitute of originality. 


Genius ſeems to-animate his features, which, 


on the whole, are neither regular nor agreeable, 


His body is dal, and even dre. 


His eye is lively, and fall of fire; lis kai 
was brown; it is now becoming grey. 


When he ſpeaks, his head and his arms are 
agitated ; and he often raifes his 7 on the 


point of his foot. 


His gait is precipitate and irregular ;. he 
changes his phyſiognomy at pleaſure. 


He has a ſmall hand, and wants a finger; but 


this does not prevent him from graſpiug at 4 


large objet?, 
When 


" 


| DUMOURIER UNMASKBD. - 


92 
When I was acquainted: with him, he break- 


faſted the moment he aroſe, and always dined 
with a good appetite. It was remarked, how- 


ever, that he was very dainty in the choice of his 


viands., 


After drinking coffee, he generally fell afleep, 
muttering an epigram or a couplet. 


On awaking, he loved to make a party at 


| ric trac. 


If he had plenty of money, he went con- 
ſtantly to the comedy. When there, I always 
beheld him behind the ſcenes, diſputing prece- 


dence with the mock Monarchs of the theatre, 


and rumpling the handkerchiefs of the God- 
dreſſes 1 


1 never expected to live to ſee the day, when 
he himſelf would act the firſt part; but he has 


at length experienced a fall, which will not eaſily 


be W 0 


Ir now 27” with the public to decide, 


whether the incorruptible bers of Jemappe has 


merited the eſteem of his nation, and performed 
exploits worthy of hiſtory. I ſhall not trouble 
N 2 the 
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Copy of an Anonymous Letter, inclaſad under 
a cover to one of the Author's Friends, and 
received by him on the 27th of Fune, 1793. 


Ju 26, 1793- 
te SIR, 
e hope that the means I have adopted on 


the prefent occaſion, will enable you to receive 
my letter, and to comprehend my meaning. 


« I moſt ſeriouſly intreat you to preſerve a 
profound filence relative to M. Dumourier, 
and not pretend to draw any advantage from 
that injuſtice of which he has become the 
victim, 


« He is an amiable and unfortunate man, 
who is purſued every where by calumny ; 
Jealouſy 


= 
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2 jealouſy i is the ſole cauſe of all the raisfortunes 
he has experienced, 


- $ OOO 


& I underſtand that you intended, 8 laſt 
winter, to publiſh a work under the title of 
„ The Life and Adventures of the famous 
Pumourier.“ | 


% Tou have declined this publication in 
good time ; for if you had proceeded, you would 
bare faund g perſon ready to anſwer you. 


It would become you infinitely better, to 
occupy yourſelf about the particulars of your 
ern life; and in that caſe, do not forget to 
mention the country you belong to, that, if I 
ſhould be deſirous to inquire into your adveny 
tures, I may be furaiſhed with a proper clue. 


e If you are unfortunate, you ſhould be 
Glent; and if you are of a warm temperament, 
I again recommend filence, 


ce In ſhort, 1 would adviſe you to o keg your 
opinions to yourſelf ; for the public will evince 
no more eagerneſs to read your works, than I t 
hear about them. 

| ec 1 am, 
« Sir, 


Four very humble Servant,” Kc. &c. 


&c. 


_ drawn up of his conduct and adventures; and 


arr. = 169 
M. te Vidte's Hnfeitr 55 the” bees 
Kore K þ vil 


* 4 2 


cc you: letter, Sir, has W AR ey 
me, though the myſterious and indirect chanel 
by which you have been pleaſed to convey ix 
zt would have been fair, however, to have 


heard me, before you _ * zudgment 25 Oy 
conduct. | 


<1 1 mal reply to you with frankneſs. 


“ You are in an Sor iipedtingg Dumourier. 
You may give full credit to the reeital I have 


beſeech yon, after you have read my work, to 
inform me, whether you can ftill aſſert,” that his 


manners are mild, and his 1 Intentions * 


© I ſhall never allow, chat he his been the 
victim of injuſtice: be aſkeredy that he has no 


reaſon to complain on that account; for the 


number of victims that he himſelf has made, 
is infinite, and his own benefactors may be 
reckoned among the firſt of them. My efforts 


therefore, to tarniſh his reputation, would be in 
vain ! | 


c I have 


tes err. 


i 1 have not declined, as you. imagine, but 


actually cauſed a work to be publiſhed, which 
has for its object, an account of the Life and 
Adventures of the famous Dumourier, to whoſe 
reputation you ſeem ſo much attached. This 
was at firſt intended merely ſor the ſatis faction 
of a reſpectable ſociety, as it was my wiſh to 
prove to Lieut, General Robert Clerk, and to 
the Honourable Mr. Tollemache, that my gra- 
titude knows no bounds, when the dect is to 
give them 8 re. 


80 Dunwurier's Krave has however made me 


change my tone; and I have abandoned every 
idea of pleaſantry, in order to treat the ſubjed 
ſetiouſſy; for, in my opinion, he is a culprit of 
the blackeſt dye. 


« If this publication ſhould happen to fall 


into your hands, be ſo kind as to communicate 


to me your reflections upon it, and ſign them 
with your own name; ſo that I may have the 
honour of knowing to whom I am fo much in- 
debted. | 


e ſhould be forry that the public looked 
upon you as a libeller and a calumniator. 


c Your 


re 


CE 


ſpecting the ** of my nativi: Ye 


« | am a Norman. 
« ] have 4 80 during ern years in a 
regiment of Dragoons. 


On reading this pamphlet, you will per- 
ceive that I have been acquainted with Bu- 
nourier. 


e 

; « A place which attached me to the perſon” 
K f Louis XVI. rendered me a witneſs to his 

: irtues; and I have conſecrated my life to the 
ervice of his auguſt family. 

1 < It appears to me, Sir, that the counſel which 

At | | | : a 

1 Pu have been pleaſed to favour me with, 13 not 

„ altogether dictated by friendſhip. 


ought to be ſilent. 


ble of pity, and that you would wiſh to over- 


_ O | whelm 
our 
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« Your menaces will not affright me. 1 
conſent, however, to ſatisfy your curigſity re- , 


e You tell me, that if I am unfortunate, I 


ce Ir ſeems then, that your breaſt is incapa- 
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